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Taken From "A Guide to Managing the Illinois 4-H Program for Professional and Para-Professional Staff"10/17/2007 
Illinois 4-H policies are established to maintain uniform implementation of the 4-H program. As University of 
Illinois Extension employees and volunteers, it is our responsibility to carry out these policies in accordance 
with the mission and educational goals of 4-H. Generally speaking, University of Illinois Extension 
Units/counties and 4-H clubs/groups retain the right to establish rules and policies that govern their respective 
activities and events. Such rules and policies may not supersede state and national 4-H policies.  
Section 1: The 4-H Year  

Section 1(a) The 4-H year begins September 1 and ends on the following August 31.  
Example: A 4-H year is from September 1, 2007 to August 31, 2008.  
 

Section 2: Member Policy  
Section 2(a) All youth that participate in a program that is planned, organized, delivered, and 

evaluated by University of Illinois Extension are referred to as 4-H members or 4-H youth participants.  
Section 2(b) All persons, regardless of race, color, religion, gender, national origin, ancestry, marital 

status, familial status, sexual orientation, or disability may participate in 4-H programs. Youth who are eight 
years of age or in the third grade and have not yet reached their nineteenth birthday on or before September 
1 of the current 4-H year may enroll in 4-H clubs.  

Section 2(c) Persons considered as mentally challenged and older than the eligibility age for 4-H club 
membership may participate fully in 4-H.  

Section 2(d) Extension Units may allow 4-H enrollment by youth who are five, six or seven years of 
age on or before September 1 of the 4-H year and are not yet in the third grade. This is an Extension Unit 
decision. If 4-H enrollment is offered to 5-7 year old youth, they must be enrolled in projects recommended 
for this age group.  

Section 2(e) A youth may enroll in 4-H clubs, special interest groups, short-term programs, or as an 
individual at any time during the 4-H year.  

Section 2(f) A youth may enroll and/or participate in programs in multiple 4-H clubs and groups within 
a county.  

Section 2(g) It is preferred that youth enroll in 4-H in their county of residence. If youth wish to enroll 
in a 4-H club/group in another county, they must have prior approval from the University of Illinois Extension 
staff in the county that sponsors the 4-H club/group.  

Section 2(h) After a member’s initial enrollment in 4-H, he/she must re-enroll in the program on an 
annual basis to retain active 4-H member status.  

Section 2(i) A youth who enrolls in a 4-H club/group must attend at least one meeting, tour, 
workshop, or other activity of that club/group to be called a 4-H member. Youth that do not comply are not 
eligible to take part in 4-H exhibitions, receive 4-H premiums, or other 4-H awards and recognitions that are 
available to 4-H members.  

Section 2(j) Members may transfer their 4-H enrollments to other 4-H club/groups within or outside 
the county at any time with permission of the Extension staff. Additionally, youth may transfer their 
enrollments from other states to Illinois 4-H. In cases of membership transfer, the original enrollment date will 
be used as a basis for determining eligibility for participation in 4-H programs and events.  

Section 2(k) A member may participate in 4-H under a shared membership arrangement with another 
county or state. Extension staffs in both counties and/or states must grant approval prior to enrollment. 
Members may not benefit economically from participating in 4-H exhibitions, auctions, etc. in multiple 
counties. County Extension staffs will determine eligibility to participate in 4-H and to compete for 4-H 
trophies that are provided locally. Members may apply for 4-H awards or recognition in only one county or 
state, preferably the county of residence.  

Section 2(l) Tenure of membership refers to the cumulative number of "4-H years" in which the 
member is enrolled regardless of the location of that membership. Youth are recognized for their cumulative 
years of 4-H membership regardless of the intensity or duration of their 4-H participation, i.e., 
4-H club, special interest group, short-term group, or individual enrollment. Years of 4-H participation in 
another state, county, or club/group will be recognized for membership tenure in cases of membership 
transfers.  

Section 2(m) Years as a 4-H Cloverbud member determine tenure in the 4-H Cloverbud program 
only.  

Section 2(n) 4-H membership may not be terminated during the 4-H year without that member©s 
knowledge. Termination of membership may not be based on attendance.  
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Section 2(o) University of Illinois Extension Units and individual 4-H clubs and groups may not require 
monetary dues or user fees as a condition of 4-H membership. Counties and groups that wish to collect funds 
from 4-H youth, adult volunteer leaders, or their families, must stipulate that such contributions are voluntary.  

Section 2(p) Counties are under no obligation to accept 4-H members from any county that chooses 
not to fund its own University of Illinois Extension programs through the agreement process with University of 
Illinois Extension.  

Section 2(q) All 4-H youth who meet applicable qualifications may participate in state 4-H activities 
and events, including Citizenship Washington Focus, State 4-H Leadership Convention, international travel, 
and other programs regardless of the intensity of their local club/group or county 4-H participation.  

 

Section 3: Member Code of Conduct  
Section 3(a) All participants of the Illinois 4-H Youth Development program, which is the youth 

component of programs planned, conducted, and supervised by University of Illinois Extension are 
responsible for their conduct to University of Illinois Extension personnel and/or volunteers of the 4-H Youth 
Development program.  

Section 3(b) 4-H members’ behavior is expected to demonstrate the character traits of 
trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citizenship. Specifically, 4-H members are 
expected to maintain the following standards:  
 1. Be courteous and respect others.  
 2. Obey all rules established by the University of Illinois Extension 4-H Youth Development program 
     and those of the local club/group as well as local and state laws.  
 3.Treat all people fairly and animals humanely.  
 4. Respect the property of others.  
 5. Respect the authority of adult or youth volunteers, paid Extension staff, and others in leadership 
     roles.  
 6. Use appropriate language and wear acceptable clothing at 4-H activities and events.  
 7. Show kindness to others and give assistance when needed.  
 8. Be honest and honor commitments.  
 9. Strive for personal best and kept trying to improve.  
           10. Accept responsibility for personal choices.  

Section 3(c) The following conduct will not be allowed by any youth participating in 4-H activities or 
events and is subject to disciplinary action: 1) possession, use, or distribution of alcohol and other controlled 
substances, including tobacco products--information about prescription drugs should be provided to the 
club/group leader or coordinator of the 4-H activity; 2) theft or destruction of public or private property; 3) 
involvement in sexual misconduct or harassment. 4) unauthorized possession or use of weapons or 
dangerous materials, including fireworks; 5) fighting or other acts of violence.  
 

4-H & YOUTH POLICIES AS DRAWN UP BY THE EXTENSION COUNCIL 
 

1. A monthly or bi-monthly 4-H newsletter will be mailed from the county Extension office to each  
      4-H family and leader.  5/15/80 
 

2. Members may be counted present at 4-H club meetings if they are attending a county 4-H function. 
 7/1/80 

 

3. 4-H clubs, 4-H Federation groups, etc., will not sponsor hayrides in the future due to the dangers 
and hazards involved.  12/9/82 

 

4. Re:  Field trips, exchanges, etc.  One person will be delegated to be in charge of a key to the 
Extension office 1/2 hour or so in advance of the scheduled arrival times to let parents wait for their 
4-H©ers inside.  Also, parents will be strongly urged to pick up their children at the scheduled time 
after a 4-H event.  2/17/83   

 

5. To be eligible to be a 4-H leader, persons must have passed the maximum legal ages for 4-H 
membership (age 19 as of September 1 of the current year).  Anyone younger than this should 
benefit by being a 4-H member and be utilized as a Junior Leader.  1/24/2006 

 

6. 4-H program committees wishing to recommend policy changes will send a representative to 
Extension Council meetings.  It must have the approval of the Extension Council before 
implementation.  2/17/83 
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7. All new and re-enrolling 4-H members must be enrolled by May 1st in order to exhibit at the fair. 

Members in good standing may change clubs. If members do not wish to exhibit, they may enroll at 
any time. 1/27/04 

 

8. The minimum age limit for 4-H members going on ski trips, canoe trips, etc. will be 12.  1/30/06 
 

9. 4-H members must be chaperoned on a 1:10 ratio and if chaperons do not volunteer or cannot be 
found, based on that ratio, 4-H members will not be allowed to go. 3/16/85 

 

10. In the event a 4-H club splits into two or more clubs, the treasury belonging to the original club shall 
remain intact.  10/23/78 

 

11. When a 4-H club disbands, the last year©s membership and leaders should vote to put the club©s 
treasury in either the Christian County 4-H Foundation or the County 4-H Federation.  2/17/83 

 

Proposed 2008 Christian County 4-H Fair Premium Award Levels 
Award 
Level 

Area Blue,  
A rating 

Red, 
B rating 

White,  
C rating 

#1 General Projects, Foods, Clothing, Computer, 
Poultry, Rabbits, Dog and Cat Exhibition 

$4.00 $3.00 $2.00 

#2 Horse Exhibition, Goats, Swine, Sheep $7.50 $6.75 $5.00 

#3 Beef  $9.25 $7.75 $6.25 
 

The Extension Council recommends that all participants of 4-H shows receive a premium, (i.e., Swine placing 
 4th  - 8th would also receive the last paid premium.) The premiums listed above are for State supported 
projects, not those supported as COUNTY ONLY. There may be a $50.00 limit on total premiums that a 
member can receive. These changes were presented to the Extension Council 1-22-2008 as a trial in an 
attempt to award all premium money allowed by the Agriculture Premium Fund. If the monies allocated are 
exceeded, this premium limit or premiums may be lowered at anytime. 
 
CHRISTIAN COUNTY 4-H FAIR-Tuesday, May 27, 2008 through Thursday, July 10, 2008 
 

PARENTS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED IN THE JUDGING AREA!  
THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS!!! 

                                 
Tuesday, May 27, 2008 
6:00 p.m. 

Public Presentation Contest, University of Illinois Extension, 
Christian County office 
 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 
6:00 p.m. 

4-H Foods/Wilton�  Cake Decorating Judging followed by the 
Food Demonstration Contest, University of Illinois Extension, 
Christian County office 
 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 
6:00 p.m. 

4-H Fashion Revue & Clothing Division Judging, University of 
Illinois Extension, Christian County office (All 4-H Clothing 
projects will be judged. The judges will select the State Fair 
Fashion Revue, Clothing, and trophy winners.)Winners will be 
announced after the Fashion Revue is completed. 
 



4                                                       5/ 16/ 2008 

Sunday, July 6, 2008 
8:30 a.m. 

4-H & FFA Horse Show, Christian County Fairgrounds, Horse 
Arena (infield) All Horses should be on the grounds by 8:00 
a.m. 

Monday, July 7, 2008 
Registration begins at 8:30 
a.m. 

All 4-H General projects are to be brought into the Exposition 
Building (the large concrete block building) on the Christian 
County Fairgrounds for exhibition. 
 

9:00 a.m. 4-H Rabbit & Poultry Show, Christian County Fairgrounds, 
Expo Building 

  
1:00 p.m. 4-H Cat Show, Christian County Fairgrounds, Expo Building 

 
1:30 p.m. 4-H Dog Show, Christian County Fairgrounds, Expo Building 

 
Tuesday, July 8, 2008 

6:00 p.m. 
4-H Swine & Sheep Weigh-In, Christian County Fairgrounds, 
Swine Barn 
 

Wednesday, July 9, 2008  
7:15 a.m. 

 
Wether Goat Weigh-in, Swine Barn area 

8:00 a.m. 4-H Swine Show, Christian County Fairgrounds, Swine Barn 
 

15 minutes after Swine Show 
 

4-H Sheep Show, Christian County Fairgrounds, Sheep Barn 
 

2:00 p.m. 4-H Goat Show, Christian County Fairgrounds, Goat Barn 
Approximately 3:00 p.m. ADM Master Showmanship Contest, Christian County 

Fairgrounds, Sheep Barn 
 

6:00 p.m. 4-H Steer Weigh-In, Christian County Fairgrounds, Beef Barn 
 

Thursday, July 10, 2008   
8:00 a.m. 4-H Dairy and Bucket Calf Show, Christian County 

Fairgrounds, Beef Barn 
 

8:30 a.m. 4-H Beef Show, Christian County Fairgrounds, Beef Barn 
 

4:00 p.m. (GENERAL EXHIBITS MUST BE PICKED UP IN THE 
EXPOSITION BUILDING BETWEEN 4:00 AND 6:00 P.M. ON 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON) 
 

6:30 p.m. 4-H Auction, Christian County Fairgrounds, Beef Arena 
 
4-H MEMBERS WELCOME YOU TO VIEW THEIR EXHIBITS during your trip to the 4-H Fair, and to 
see what they learned this year.  These exhibits were made as part of their 4-H project work. All 
projects, with the exception of livestock, will be displayed in the Exposition Building (large concrete 
block building located on the southeast corner of the fairgrounds). 
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JUDGING PHILOSOPHY FOR MEMBERS 
Have you developed your own philosophy for judging?  Do you know why your work is judged at fairs 
and other 4-H events?  Do you know why certain people are asked to be judges? Do you accept the 
awards you get gracefully whether it is blue, red or white?  If your answer is "yes" to all these 
questions, you need read no further.  But many 4-H members and others do not know all the answers. 
 

WHY DO WE JUDGE?  The two major purposes in judging are:  (1) to determine the worth of a piece 
of work, how well it was done, and how closely it conforms to standards of quality; (2) to contribute to 
the growth and development of 4-H members and others concerned with helping boys and girls learn. 
 

WHO ARE THE JUDGES?  Judges are people!  They are people who want to help 4-H members 
learn!  They are asked to be judges because they have special training and background in certain 
subject matter areas.  Not all judges have the same training and the same background in the same 
subject matter area, and that is why judges sometimes differ in their opinions and ideas as to how 
something should be done.  If you understand this, it may help you to accept gracefully the award they 
give. 
 

The process of judging will never be perfect.  Judges can evaluate only what they see.  They can©t 
know how hard one member has worked or what obstacles another may have had to overcome.  So, 
they must judge just what they see according to a standard.  They can guess a little about what they 
see according to a standard.  They can guess a little about what to expect from members of a certain 
age or years of experience, but even here there may be a difference of opinion.  We have to learn to 
accept judging for the best it can do for us and reconcile ourselves to some of the faults that are 
impossible to overcome.  Learn what you can from judging, but don©t take it too seriously.  Don©t make 
it a matter of life or death. Consider judging an adventure to stimulate you to greater achievement. 
 

CHRISTIAN COUNTY 4-H SHOW- Rules Governing 4-H Exhibits 
 

1. Please read all rules regarding the 4-H Shows and 4-H Auction carefully. 
 

2. Each exhibitor must be annually enrolled as a Christian County 4-H Club member before May 1, 
and enrolled in each project area they wish to exhibit before May 1.  (Livestock projects must be in 
member’s possession and entered in the record book before the latest starting date for that 
project.) 

 

3. Each exhibitor must have submitted his/her entries on an official 4-H Club Entry Blank to the 
University of Illinois Extension Christian County office, 1120 N. Webster St., Taylorville, no 
later than June 1. These forms will be available at the May 4-H club meetings, or from your leader. 
Anyone not submitting an entry form by this time will not be allowed to exhibit.  The entry 
blank requires the signature of member and parent.  

 

4. All exhibitors, leaders, and parents are expected to show respect and courtesy to judges and 
superintendents.  Violations may result in disqualifying the exhibitor. PARENTS WILL NOT BE 
ALLOWED IN THE JUDGING AREA.  Exception:  Youth identified by superintendent as “children 
with special needs” may have another person with them during judging. Please notify the Extension 
Staff, if you feel your child may fall into “children with special needs” so a pre-determined decision 
can be made. 

 

5. If any question arises that is not covered by the General Rules, the 4-H Superintendent, if 
designated, of the respective division shall make the necessary decision. Any protest must be 
made to Superintendent at time of show.  If satisfactory treatment is not received, written 
charges should be made and forwarded to University of Illinois Christian County Extension 
Council within 24 hours of the said infraction. Any protests or grievances should be brought to 
the attention of the Show Superintendent or Extension Staff when the protest is first considered. 
If a satisfactory explanation is not achieved, the grievance may be taken before the Extension 
Council. 1/24/2006 
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6. Entry tags for miscellaneous projects will be distributed during registration at the 4-H Show and a 
completed entry tag must be attached to the exhibit. 

 
7. Premiums will be totaled and mailed in one check before August 15 and must be cashed by 

October 1. If necessary, the maximum individual 4-H member premium will be limited by the 
amount of Agriculture Premium Funds paid annually.  2/17/83 

 

8. Open class entries must be made through the Christian County Agricultural Fair Association and 
must comply with the rules governing open class exhibits. 

 

9. No stall rent or entry fee will be charged for 4-H Shows. 
 

10. All projects exhibited at the 4-H fair must be listed on the computer enrollment form in the 
Extension office.  All livestock projects must be owned and cared for by the 4-H member except for 
Horsemanship (in which case the animal may be leased.) 

 

11. The superintendents may make a check of Registration papers; all animals without registration 
papers will be shown in the crossbred division.  No registration is required on market animals. 

 

12. All general projects are expected to be on exhibit at the fairgrounds until Thursday afternoon at 
4:00 p.m., just prior to the auction. All 4-H livestock exhibits (beef, goats, swine, and sheep) will be 
released immediately following the 4-H auction. 

 

13. Satisfactory proof of the breeding of each animal must be provided if requested. 
 

14. Christian County 4-H members are allowed to have two animals in the show ring.  Any 4-H member 
or anyone of 4-H age may assist or show for a 4-H member regardless of where they live.  
Christian County 4-H members may only receive two premiums and ribbons per class. 

 

15. Every 4-H member, in good standing, who enters the show ring will receive either a placing or 
participation ribbon and premiums. 

 

16. It is strictly up to the 4-H leader to determine who is in good standing in a club, and it is the leader©s 
responsibility to inform the Extension office of any problems. 

 

17. The 4-H Livestock Committee reserves the right to tattoo or identify in some manner any or all  
4-H animal projects if so desired under the authority of University of Illinois Christian County 
Extension Council. 

 

18. Cloverbud club members will only be allowed to enter group classes, as competitive judging is not 
age-appropriate for this age group. 

 

19. If a 4-H member is unable to attend a project show, they may seek approval for judging a static 
project. They must contact the Extension office, fill out the State Fair Report Form and have the 
project available for judging on the show date. 
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Auction Check List 
The Christian County 4-H Livestock Committee developed the following checklist to assure that 4-H member’s projects selected for 
auction are of satisfactory quality and that both 4-H members and their parents are aware of auction procedures and policies for 
payment. 
 
Before the Auction: 

�  Create a quality 4-H project worthy of selling. 

�  Invite Buyers - These can be your parent’s employers, people you or your family do business with, special friends, or even 
 Grandma and Grandpa. 

�  Be punctual! Have your product looking its best, pick up your name tag/Auction # in the Beef Arena and be lined up 15 
minutes before the Auction begins. 

�  Dress appropriately. You are representing the Christian County 4-H Program. 
 
After the Sale: 

�  It is the responsibility of the 4-H member and his/her family to make arrangements with the buyer for the delivery of his/her 
 purchase. 

�  Be sure to have your picture taken with your buyer before leaving the auction area. 

�  If your item is small and you are not taking it to the State Fair, offer to take it to your buyer’s car that evening. DO NOT 
LEAVE IT ON THE TABLES EXPECTING IT TO BE PICKED UP!  

�  If your buyer has purchased an animal and does not want it taken to a locker plant, you and your buyer could agree on a 
price for you to buy the animal back.  (This can be easier for everyone, allowing you to ship to market at your convenience, 
not the buyers. The market price is set for the auction and is printed in the auction program.  This might be a good starting 
point for the buy back price, as it allows for an easy transfer of auction funds.) 

�  All transactions, including: 1)  receipt of the confirmation card indicating the buyer has received and is satisfied with the 
purchased project,  2) all signatures are on the deferred sales agreement form, and 3) receipt of the buyer’s check made 
payable to the Christian County 4-H Foundation, must be at the Extension office and completed by October 1. (These 
deadlines are to ensure that your check will clear before the end of the Christian County 4-H Foundation fiscal year 
(December 31).  

�  If these deadlines are not met, buyers and sellers will not be allowed to participate in the following  year’s auction as per a 
 decision made by the Christian County 4-H Livestock Committee on 11/08/05. 

�  Make sure to personally THANK your buyer. Part of the 7% or $30 deducted from your sale is used to purchase a full page 
“Thank You” ad in the Breeze-Courier, complete with the pictures of all the buyers and sellers. (It is still important to 
personally thank your buyers and anyone else who may have bid on your project.) 

 
Remember, 4-H members will not be paid until: 

1. You have delivered the project to your buyer. 
2. Your buyer has returned the “confirmation card”  to the Extension office indicating he has received and is satisfied 

with your project. 
3. The buyer has paid for your project. 
4. When the Extension office has received a check from your buyer and the completed confirmation card, the 

Extension office will send a check directly to you, the 4-H member, for 7 % or $30, less than the selling price.  The 7 
% or $30 is held back for the newspaper ad, the buyer’s picture plaques, and the auction meal. 
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SAMPLE DEFERRED SALES AGREEMENT 
 
 WHEREAS, the party hereinafter designated as “owner” is a Christian County, Illinois, 4-H Club member about to consign the animal 
hereinafter described for sale at public auction at the conclusion of the annual Christian County 4-H Fair; however, said owner wishes to retain 
ownership and possession of said animal until after the conclusion of the Illinois State Fair or latest area fair to be held for the current year in order to 
be able to exhibit said animal this current year at the Illinois State Fair or other areas fair AND 
 

 WHEREAS, the undersigned, hereinafter referred to as “purchaser” was the highest bidder for said animal, with the consent of his or her 
undersigned parent or guardian, hereby agrees to sell for the price hereinafter set forth the animal hereinafter described in the future, the date of sale 
being hereinafter set forth, to the purchaser and the purchaser agrees to purchase said animal on said date for said price on the following terms and 
conditions: 
 

1. ANIMAL OR PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
 Project Description   _____________________________________________________ 
 
    _____________________________________________________ 
 
 Tattoo or Ear Tag No. ____________________ Sex  _________________________ 
 
 Breed  _______________  Species  ________________  Project Type  ______________ 
 

2. PRICE: 
 _________________________  PER  _________________________ 
 

3. DELIVERY DATE AND PLACE:  Within five (5) days after the conclusion of the annual Illinois State Fair or latest area fair held for the 
current year, delivery to be made at the Fairgrounds for Christian County Fair at Taylorville, Illinois, or such other place as the respective 
parties may agree in writing.  Owner shall notify purchaser at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of time of delivery of animal. 

 

4. RISK OF LOSS:  Owner to bear risk of loss until delivery of animal to purchaser in accordance with the terms hereof and owner agrees to 
deliver said animal in good health and free of any chemical residue in the animal which would prohibit slaughter thereof. 

 

5. PAYMENT:  Purchaser agrees to pay the purchaser price as herein determined on date hereof, said monies to be held by escrow agent by 
escrow agent hereinafter named.  There will be a 7% commission taken on each project sold. 

 

6. ESCROW AGENT:  Parties hereby appoint Pat Moreland to receive and hold sale funds.  Escrow agent is authorized to deliver sale 
proceeds to owner upon being furnished with notation in writing signed by purchaser or purchaser’s agent that animal has been delivered.  
In event owner fails to deliver animal in accordance with the terms hereof, escrow agent is authorized to refund purchase money to 
purchaser upon escrow agent being furnished with a written memorandum signed by purchaser and approved by University of Illinois 
Extension, Christian County, setting forth that owner has not delivered animal in accordance with terms hereof. 

 

7. RELEASE FROM LIABILITY:  In event animal should die or for any other reason, including but not limited to the fact that animal is 
slaughtered pursuant to the rules of the Illinois Sate Fair, owner is not able to deliver possession thereof in accordance with the terms 
hereof, owner will be required to furnish a substitute animal or escrow agent shall refund purchase money to purchaser and this agreement 
shall become null and void.  Substitution of animals will be allowed upon agreement of seller and buyer to fulfill deferred sales agreement.  
Parties release escrow agent from all liability except for payment of monies held by him in accordance with terms thereof. 

 

8. REMOVAL:  Purchaser agrees to promptly remove animal from said fairgrounds at his expense upon delivery being made by owner. 
 

9. Executed in quadruplicate at Taylorville, Illinois this _____________ day of  
 ___________________________, ______________ (year), each executed copy considered to be an original. 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Owner 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Address of Owner 
 
      APPROVED: 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Parent or Guardian of Owner 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Purchaser 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Address of Purchaser 
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4-H AUCTION RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 

1. A 4-H member must be enrolled by May 1 to have a 4-H project entered in the 4-H 
Auction.  01/27/04 

 

2. 4-H members are eligible to sell one project.  All 4-H animals to be auctioned at the 4-H sale 
must have a tattoo as determined by the 4-H Livestock Committee.  If any question arises that 
is not covered by the following auction rules or pertaining to the auction, the Christian County 4-
H Livestock Committee will make the final decisions. 

 

3. The sale will start at 6:30 p.m. All 4-H Members will need to pick up their auction # and sale 
order by 6:20 p.m. 4-H Members MUST BE PRESENT TO SELL! In the case of an Emergency 
your sale order may be manipulated. Prompt notification is required for any special 
arrangements. 

 

4. 4-H members may select any one project or animal item to sell at the auction, provided it meets 
the criteria set by the auction rules and it was a project area before May 1.  (Note:  Certain 
projects are exempt from sale, as specified in the rules.)  Only projects receiving a BLUE rating 
will be allowed to sell. A PROJECT MUST RECEIVE AN “A” RATING AT COUNTY JUDGING 
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR AUCTION.  10/92 

 

5. If the seller desires to show the animal at the Illinois State Fair, he may do so by assuming all 
risks plus making this desire known at sale time.  Settlement weight is the weight determined by 
official 4-H weighing.  A purchase agreement must be signed at sale time. 

 

6. Buyers will enter into a contract with the seller the night of the sale. 
 

7. The members will be responsible for delivering the animal to market or a nearby delivery point 
within a 25 mile radius.  If other arrangements are to be made, it will be between the buyer and 
the seller.  Seller must also inform the 4-H Livestock Committee as to the arrangements being 
made with animals to be shown at the State Fair.  Any arrangements as to the showing of an 
animal following the Illinois State Fair will be made solely between the buyer and the seller. 

 

8. Checks for auction purchases will be made payable to the Christian County 4-H Foundation. 
All transactions between buyer and seller must be completed by October 1 of sale year. Seller 
and Buyer(s) will be ineligible for subsequent auctions if transaction requirements are not 
completed. 

 

9. Exhibitor shall be present and responsible for auction item or animal during the sale. All 
4-H members selling projects at the 4-H Auction must agree that 7% or $30 of the selling price 
will go to the Christian County 4-H Foundation to cover expenses incurred for the Auction. 4-H 
members MUST exhibit their project and BE PRESENT at the Auction in order to sell, unless 
prior approval has been granted by the Livestock Committee (illness, 4-H event, such as 
Citizenship Washington Focus, etc.). 

 

10. Any sale at the Auction is final.   
 

11. The 4-H member must specify by noon of the general projects 4-H Fair day, with the exception 
of livestock, which 4-H project he wishes to sell.  If a member has more than one project within 
a project area, he must specify which item he will sell within 30 minutes following the completion 
of that specific project show.  In the case of livestock, tag numbers (tattoos) must be specified 
within 30 minutes following the completion of that show. 
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12. Animals sold in Auction must weigh an acceptable market weight.  This weight is:  Barrows - 

220 lb., Steer - 1000 lb., Wether - 100 lb.  Animals under this weight may be sold, but the 4-H 
member is responsible for feeding the animal until the acceptable weight is reached, then 
making arrangements for delivery of the animal.  

 
13. All animals to be auctioned off must have been tattooed with the official tattoo at a 

predetermined date to be eligible to sell at the 4-H Auction. 
 
14.  There will be two auction rings, which sell on an alternating basis. 

2008 Show Order: 
  Ring 1  Ring 2 
  Swine   General Projects  
  Beef  Poultry 
           Meat Goat     Rabbits 
      Sheep  

2009 Show Order: 
  Ring 1             Ring 2 
   Beef             Poultry 
           Meat Goat     Rabbits 
      Sheep General Projects 
      Swine    

  
  

SPECIFIC PROJECT AUCTION REQUIREMENTS 
 

FOODS 
1. The member will sell one complete recipe made from the project show requirements and 

attractively displayed.  Display may be in a basket, on a decorated board, etc. The Auction program 
will list project, not embellishments. Contact the 4-H Foods Committee for additional ideas.  

 
2. The food product must have been made within 24 hours prior to the Auction and must replicate the 

product judged at the food show receiving an A rating. 
 
3.  The following foods projects are NOT eligible for Auction:  Dairy Foods, Fruits and Vegetables 

(Marinated Salad), All Outdoor Meals Projects. 
 
CLOTHING 
1. Knitted or crocheted items will be eligible for sale. 
2. Clothing sewn for oneself is not eligible for Auction. 
 
VISUAL ARTS 
1. Any item constructed of wood, fiber, paper, clay, ceramics, chalk/carbon/pigment, glass/plastic, 

metal, nature, or feather is eligible for auction.  The construction and quality of the project must be 
appealing to the general pubic.  This item should be presentable and ready for display 
(Framed). 

 
VEGETABLE GARDENING: Fresh vegetables must be brought for Auction. 
 
THE FOLLOWING PROJECT CLASSES ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR SALE: Animal poster or display 
projects • Bicycle • Campcraft •  Citizenship • Communications •  Crops • Earth Trek • Entomology • 
Forestry • Geology • Intercultural • Leadership • Living On Your Own • Passport To The World • 
Projects with Poster or Display Requirements • Reading • Small Engine I • Tractor • Veterinary Science 
• Wildlife Projects (except birdhouse or feeder) 
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4-H Independent Membership  
Members who choose to enroll as independent members in  

Christian County must fulfill guidelines set by the  
State for the Clover Challenge. 

Taken from 4-H Unit Management Handbook, October, 2005 page IX-3 
4-H Individual Members 
Some youth may prefer to continue their 4-H studies while working at their own pace and without affiliation of 
a specific 4-H club or group. This access system is recommended for older teens; however, younger aged 
youth may participate. This access system is most appropriate for collegiate-age 4-H youth that are living 
away from home while pursuing advanced education. Some youth may find that the service area for the 
nearest or most suitable 4-H club/group requires too much distance to travel, thus, enrollment as a 4-H 
individual member is more appealing. Individual 4-H members may enroll in a 4-H project that is listed in the 
Illinois 4-H Clover, the state 4-H project selection guide or, if they meet age and other requirements, they may 
enroll in a Clover Challenge project. This project requires 4-H youth to identify an approved adult mentor or 
counselor to provide guidance to the member’s 4-H project work.  4-H encourages family involvement 
whenever it is practical and possible. Some families participate in the 4-H program as an entire family unit. 
These youth and their parents/guardians follow an individual member program appropriate for their family. 

 

Major Changes for the Illinois State Fair in 2008 
 

The State 4-H office continues to explore the best format for allowing 4-H members the opportunity to excel 
and grow with their 4-H projects while exhibiting at the Illinois State Fair. In 2008, the Illinois State 4-H Office 
staff members are once again offering conference judging in most of the 4-H project areas.  
 
At the county level we strive to follow the State Fair exhibit requirements. Please take the time to read and 
ask questions about project displays for 2008. There are MANY changes from past county exhibit 
requirements to more closely align with the new State Fair exhibit opportunities. 

 
Please note that when the 5 digit number appears in front of the project listings the descriptions were taken 
straight from the Illinois State Fair-4-H Exhibit Division guidelines. These guidelines must be followed in order 
to be selected to represent Christian County at the Illinois State Fair.   
 
 
llinois State Fair 4-H EXHIBIT DIVISION GUIDELINES 
 

Superintendents…………………............………………………Lisa Bouillion, Donna Butler, Pat McGlaughlin, Bill Million,  
           Danielle Rice, Sheri Seibold, Debra Stocker, Madonna Weese 

 

ENTRIES DUE AUGUST 1, 2008-To the State 4-H Office-All entries are made through the local Extension Office. 
  

General Rules for Illinois State Fair 4-H Exhibition 
1. Any boy or girl in Illinois, who is enrolled as a 4-H member and is at least 10 years old as of September 1, 2007 may 
participate in 4-H classes and activities, providing the exhibitor meets the eligibility rules for participation.  Parents and 
leaders should be aware of conditions on the Fairgrounds and in the Junior Department Dormitories and make provisions 
for the adequate care and supervision of exhibitors. 
 

2. Exhibitors must be enrolled in the project or have participated in the activity in which they are exhibiting during the 
current year. 
 

3. All entries must be products of the current 4-H year (September 1, 2007 - August 31, 2008). The same product or 
speech that is selected at the county level must be the one exhibited at the State Fair, adjusted to State Fair class 
requirements. The exceptions include exhibits in the areas of Food & Nutrition (must be the same recipe), Crops, Fruit 
Market Plates, and Vegetable Market Baskets/Plates. Modifications can be made to the original county exhibit to 1) meet 
State Fair class requirements, or 2) incorporate suggested improvements made by the local judge. Determination of 
exhibit eligibility rests solely with the University of Illinois Extension Assistant Dean and Director, 4-H and designated 
persons. 
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4. Counties will make all entries in this division via computer upload. Instructions for this process will be sent to the 
counties by early July. Uploads should be completed by August 1, 2008. Counties needing permission for late entries 
after August 1 should contact Danielle Rice at the State 4-H Office in writing by July 15, 2008.  
 

5. Each county may make the number of entries allowed in each area as stated. If a county’s community club 
enrollment exceeds 500 members, up to 12 additional exhibits/exhibitors may be selected for state fair. These 12 
additional exhibits may be entered in any class/classes of the county’s choosing. Current enrollment figures 
should be used to determine entry numbers. Counties may obtain this information locally using the 4-H DMS. Multi-
county Extension units have the option of combining enrollments from all counties within the unit to determine a total 
number of entries, using the quota systems. This procedure, if used, must be used for ALL State Fair class entries from 
that multi-county unit. 
 

6. If a 4-H member needs a reasonable accommodation to participate in the Junior Department, please contact the State 
4-H Office at 217/333-0910 by August 1, 2008. For counties who have late entry permission (#4), contact must be made 
as soon as the 4-H member’s participation is confirmed on the county level. 
 

7. An individual 4-H©er may enter ONE action-oriented exhibit class from the following: fashion revue, bicycle rodeo, 
public presentation, food demonstration, performance showcase, or club/group project presentation; AND ONE 
conference-judged exhibit. Judging for action-oriented classes will take place on a specific day the first three days 
of the fair. Conference judging will take place on Monday through the final Sunday on a county’s assigned day. 
Exhibitors will need to check in at specific times on those dates. Exact check-in times will be provided to local Extension 
offices by mid-July. Presentation and conference judging times will be assigned at check-in. Exhibitors not reporting at 
their designated time will forfeit their time and may be placed at the end of the day’s schedule. NOTE: Some action-
oriented and conference judging will take place in the Exposition Building; exhibitors should plan to allow extra 
time to arrive at this location. Check-in and judging times for the Exposition Building will vary from the other 
locations. 
 

8. Exhibits illustrating inappropriate subject matter and/or graphics are not acceptable. The Superintendents reserve the 
right to not display exhibits deemed inappropriate for youth audiences. Items deemed potentially dangerous to fair-goers 
may be removed from the exhibit. 
 

9. All conference-judged exhibits must be identified with an official entry tag. This entry tag is to be completely filled out 
and securely attached to the exhibit. Conference-judged projects must remain on display until 4:00 p.m. in order to 
receive a premium award. 
 

10. CLOVER CHALLENGE exhibit classes are included in many of the General 4-H Sections. These classes are ONLY 
for 15-18 year olds who are enrolled in Clover Challenge projects in that specific exhibit project area. Clover Challenge 
projects are to be “above and beyond” what the 4-H project books cover. See each Section for the specific information on 
Clover Challenge for that area. 
 

11. The Illinois State Fair, State 4-H Office, and local University of Illinois Extension personnel or their assigned 
agents  do not assume liability for loss, theft, or damage to any exhibit. 
 
12. Judges are permitted to award Superior ribbons at their discretion to a maximum number of exhibitors per class. 
Judges take into account the display and information provided during the interview in determining Superior ribbon awards. 
Exhibitors who do not follow the exhibit class guidelines and requirements are ineligible to receive a Superior ribbon. The 
judge’s decision is final unless it has been determined that an exhibitor has not followed the guidelines or rules 
for that exhibit class. 
 
13. Display space is limited. Table displays are limited to 2’ wide x 15”  deep unless otherwise stated in the class 
listings for that project. (Standard science display boards fit into this size limitation.)This pertains to exhibits to be 
placed on a table only; floor exhibits are not limited UNLESS INDICATED in a specific project section (i.e. Woodworking, 
Interior Design, and Visual Arts). The maximum poster size for hanging is 22”  x 30” , unless otherwise stated in the 
class listings for that project. Exhibits that stand over 4’ tall will be placed on the floor. Use of page protectors is 
recommended for binder exhibits. Binder exhibits will NOT be labeled “ Do Not Touch.”  
 
14. Limited equipment will be provided for certain exhibits. For Public Presentations, the following items will be 
available, if requested in advance: LCD projector, podium, projector screen, demonstration table, and extension cord. 
Exhibitors must furnish any additional equipment they feel is necessary to properly critique their exhibit (i.e. computer). 
Exhibitors should be aware that electrical outlets are not always located near judging locations and should take that into 
consideration when planning exhibits.  
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FOOD DIVISION-Food, Nutrition & Health 

Foods Committee/Superintendents:  
 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: 
1. Members are encouraged to enroll in units suitable for their age groups. 
2. All 4-H members exhibiting food projects will bring projects to the Extension office on Food Judging day. 
3. All food products except pie shells should be on a paper plate covered with clear plastic wrap.  All menus should be 

neatly typed or written on note cards or a piece of paper. 
 

FOOD DEMONSTRATIONS 
  
50215 Food Demonstration Contest – Food demonstrations should be 8-10 minutes in length.  

Demonstrations may be done by an individual or team of two members. (See notation under “Premiums”  located in the General 
4-H Exhibit Rules.) Exhibitors are responsible for furnishing all equipment and supplies. A stove, refrigerator and demonstration 
table will be available for demonstrator's use. No parents or supervising adults will be permitted in the actual demonstration 
space. Each exhibitor is responsible for setting up his/her own demonstration area. The food demonstration must relate to the 
state-offered project area in which the member(s) is/are enrolled. I f this is not the case, the member(s) will be ineligible 
for  a Top Food Demonstration Award.  

 
CANDYMAKING (COUNTY ONLY) 
 
Candymaking - Beginning:  Suggested ages: 8-13 years 

Exhibit 5 pieces of Buckeye Candy (page 7 of project book) OR 5 pieces of Chocolate Oatsies (page 8 of project 
book) OR 5 pieces of Holiday Wreaths (page 11 of project book). 

 
Candymaking - Advanced:  Suggested ages: 14-19 years 

Exhibit 5 pieces of Candy Strawberries (page 7 of project book) OR 5 pieces of Classic Chocolate Fudge (page 8 
of project book) or 2-4 cup resealable plastic bowl of Caramel Corn (page 8 of project book).  

 
CAKE DECORATING (COUNTY ONLY) 
 
Beginning Cake Decorating: Suggested Ages: 8-11 

Exhibit one cake or cake form that you have decorated, using 2 or more tips. 
 

Intermediate Cake Decorating:  
Exhibit one cake or cake form that you decorated, using 3-5 decorating tips.  Examples: star, leaf, writing and 2 
additional 

 
Advanced Cake Decorating  

Exhibit one cake or cake form that you decorated, using 5 or more decorating tips.  Examples:  star, leaf, writing 
with 2 or more additional 

 
Wilton Industries, Inc. offers one award to “Best of Class” winner in the senior division and one award 
for the first place winner in the junior division cake decorating categories.  

 
Sub-Section 1 – FOODS &  NUTRITION 

   All Education Displays and Food Demonstrations must relate to the project area in which the member is enrolled. 
Foods &  Nutr ition Education Displays must adhere to size restr ictions listed in General Rule #13. Perishable foods may not be 
included in the display. 4-H'ers may use food models (commercially purchased or made by the individual), pictures from magazines, 
etc. Non-perishable items such as sealed or canned products may be used. All items must be labeled for the display and an inventory 
included with the project. 
  
50300 4-H Cooking 101 – Prepare an exhibit of 3 cereal marshmallow bars OR 3 chewy granola bars OR 3 cookies using the  
 recipes included in the project manual.  Include the recipe and a menu for one meal including the food item. The recipe  
 and menu may be written or typed on a note card or on a piece of paper.  Bars or cookies should be displayed on a  
 disposable plate placed in a self-sealing plastic bag.   
 
50301 Outdoor  Meals (S’Mores and More) – Prepare an exhibit of 3 Breakfast Cookies from the project manual.  Include the  
 recipe and a menu for one meal including the food item.  The recipe and menu may be written or typed on a note card or  
 on a piece of paper.  Cookies should be displayed on a disposable plate placed in a self-sealing plastic bag.  
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50302 Spor ts Nutr ition – Prepare an exhibit of 3 no-bake cookies using the recipe included in the project manual and a menu  
 for one meal including the food item.  The recipe and menu may be written or typed on a note card or on a piece of  paper.  
Bars should be displayed on a disposable plate placed in a self-sealing plastic bag 

 
50303 Explor ing Our  Food Her itage - Prepare an exhibit of 3 cookies from some ethnic recipe, including a copy of the recipe  
 used. The specific ethnic group or culture should be identified with the recipe. Provide a menu for one meal including the  
 food item. Cookies should be displayed on a disposable plate placed in a self-sealing plastic bag. 
 
50304 M icrowave Magic A (Bag of Tr icks) – Prepare an exhibit of 4 pieces of fudge or peanut butter fudge using the  recipes 
in the project manual.  Include a menu for a healthy lunch using the food item.  Fudge should be displayed on a  
 disposable plate placed in a self-sealing plastic bag.  
 
50305 M icrowave Magic B (M icro Magicians) -- Prepare an exhibit of 3 apple brownies using the recipe in the project  
 manual. Include a menu for one meal using the food item.  Apple brownies should be displayed on a disposable plate  
 placed in a self-sealing plastic bag. 
 
50306 M icrowave Magic C (Amazing Rays) -- Prepare an exhibit of ¼ of the coffee cake, including the outer edge, using the 
  recipe from the project manual.   Include a menu for one meal using the food item.  Coffee cake should be displayed on 
 a disposable plate placed in a self-sealing plastic bag.  
 
50307 M icrowave Magic D (Presto Meals) -- Prepare an exhibit of ¼ of the carrot cake, including the outer edge and without  
 frosting, from the recipe in the project manual. Include a menu for one meal using the food item.  Carrot cake should be  
 displayed on a disposable plate placed in a self-sealing plastic bag.  
 
50308 Dairy Foods –Prepare a nutrition education display of the different types of milk and possible uses for milk in cooking.   
 Include a recipe that you would like to prepare that contains one type of milk as well as a menu that includes that recipe.   
 There is NOT a food exhibit option for this class. 
 
50309 Breads &  Cereals - Prepare an exhibit of 3 dinner rolls OR a yeast bread product (product must be food safe) OR pastry  
 pie shell (empty). The loaf of bread may be prepared in a bread making machine; however prepared mixes are not  
 allowed. Include a copy of the recipe used for exhibited item and menus for one day. The menus should include the  
 exhibited item. The recipe and menus may be written or typed on note cards or a piece of paper. Rolls, bread, or pie shells  
 should be displayed on a disposable plate or pie tin and placed in a self-sealing plastic bag. 
 
50310 Fruits &  Vegetables – Prepare an exhibit of a loaf of fruit or vegetable quick bread.  Include a copy of the recipe and a  
 menu for one day including the food item.  The recipe and menus may be written or typed on note cards or a piece of  
 paper. The loaf of bread should be displayed on a disposable plate and placed in a self-sealing plastic bag. 
 
50311 Meat &  Other  Protein Sources – Prepare a nutrition education display related to one of four topics from this project  

manual: nutritional value, food safety, food preparation, or food buying of meat and other protein sources.  There is NOT a 
food exhibit option for this class.  

 
50312 Food Preservation – Prepare an exhibit on one of the following food preservation methods: canning; freezing; drying;  
 pickles/relishes; OR jams, jellies, and preserves. All food products should be labeled with the date, contents, and  
 preservation method.   
 Canning - The exhibit should include pint jars of two (2) different canned foods and a brief written description of the 
 canning method used in preparing the products.  Foods may be fruit, vegetable, tomato product (salsa) or a combination  
 of food types. 
 Freezing - Prepare a nutrition display that illustrates a freezing principle.  There is NOT a food exhibit option for this  
 preservation method.  
 Drying - Prepare an exhibit of two different dried foods packed in plastic food storage bags and a brief written  
 description of the drying procedures used.  Choose from fruit, vegetable, fruit leather, or meat jerky.   
 Pickles and Relishes – Prepare an exhibit of two (2) pint jars of pickles or relishes and provide a copy of the recipe with  
 the source of the recipe listed.  
 Jams, Jellies, and Preserves - Prepare an exhibit of half-pint jars of two (2) different jams, jellies, or preserves and a  
 copy of the recipe used with the source of the recipe listed.   
 
50313 Food with an International Flavor  - Prepare an exhibit of 3 cookies or a loaf of bread typical of another country,  
 including a copy of the recipe used, country of origin, and menus for one day. The menus should include the cookies or  
 bread. The recipe and menus may be written or typed on note cards or a piece of paper. Cookies or bread should be  
 displayed on a disposable plate placed in a self-sealing plastic bag. 
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CLOTHING DIVISION-Home & Family 
Superintendents:  

 
PLEASE READ THIS CAREFULLY- There will be a Christian County judging day held at the Extension office.  Your 
clothing, knitted or crocheted garment will be judged for construction and fit at that time. Only garments and articles that 
receive an “A” rating will be eligible for State Fair. State Fair winners must meet State Fair age requirements of 10 years old 
by September 1 of the current 4-H year. Winners will be announced at the end of the county judging. Details will be 
announced at the Christian County 4-H Clothing Show.  
 
The following awards will be presented at the Clothing Show: Plaques are awarded in the following divisions and have no 
bearing on State Fair Winners. The winners will be selected from all “A” ratings from that division. 

 

1. SEWING & TEXTILES I 
2. SEWING & TEXTILES II 
3. SEWING & TEXTILES III 
4. CLOTHING DECISIONS I 
5. CLOTHING DECISIONS II 

 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: 
All exhibits will be judged on: (as appropriate for their garment and division) General Appearance: cleanliness, 
pressed Selection: choice of pattern, fabric, thread, etc. Workmanship: (dependent on project area and type of garment 
selected) Cut on grain, straight stitching, no loose threads, edge and seam finishes, quality of machine stitching, hems, 
fasteners (buttons, button holes, zippers, hooks and eyes, snaps), gathers, elastic flat and secure, and curves. 
 

1. The 4-H member (her/himself) must construct all 4-H clothing projects. 
2. EXHIBITOR MUST BRING PATTERN AND INSTRUCTIONS FROM WHICH THE GARMENT WAS 

CONSTRUCTED.  
3. Members may compete in all clothing projects, but State Fair winners must decide on only one area. 
4. A 4-H member may decide to make a garment for someone else and if so, that person must be present to model the 

garment.  
5. There is no designated pattern that beginning 4-H members must use.  Pattern selection depends on the individual. 

Pattern and instructions are required for judging.  
6. Exhibitor will be required to answer questions regarding the construction of their garment.  
 

Purchased and constructed garments will be evaluated on the member, in addition to a conference with the 
judge.  Construction and appearance will both be considered.  
 

CLOTHING &  TEXTILES 
SPECIAL NOTE: Knitted items should be exhibited under Visual Arts – Fiber (if original) or Visual Arts Heritage Arts (if made 
from a pattern.) Garments constructed for another person are eligible for exhibiting in classes 50285 - 50287. 
 

Exhibitors br inging garments should plan to wear  the garment as par t of the judging process. If the garment(s) were 
constructed for another individual, that individual must be present to wear the garment for the judge. (Only the exhibitor who made 
the garment is eligible for ribbon and premium.) Construction and appearance will both be considered. I f a pattern was used to 
make the garment, pattern instructions to be included with the exhibit. Garment/items will not be placed on display unless 
covered in a clear  plastic bag (no garment bags). Exhibit tags should be attached to the GARMENT, not to the hanger . 
 

50285 Sewing &  Textiles I  – Exhibit any of the following: 1) Non clothing, constructed article (sew and/or serge) - One of the  
 following items made by the member: 9-patch pillow or square pillow OR a tote bag OR shopping bag; OR 2)  
 Constructed garment – A simple article of clothing. 
 

50286 Sewing &  Textiles I I  – Exhibit either of the following: 1) Non clothing – Any non-wearable item made by member; OR  
 2) Constructed garment – Any garment with facings or curves. 
   

50287 Sewing &  Textiles I I I  – Exhibit either of the following: 1) Construction – Garment constructed by the member which is  
appropriate for age and experience of member. (Possible examples are: wool garment, polar fleece garment, dress or jacket 
with set in sleeves and zipper or buttons and button holes, suits, evening wear or sport outfit.); OR 2) Recycled Garment – A 
modified/redesigned/recycled garment you purchased in the past and “salvaged”  by significantly altering the original design. 

  

50290 Clothing Decisions I  – Exhibit a display of one completed activity from the project book. Inclusion of an actual  
 purchased item is optional. Garment/items will not be placed on display unless covered in a clear  plastic bag (no  
 garment bags). Exhibit tags should be attached to the GARMENT, not to the hanger . 
 
50291 Clothing Decisions I I  - Exhibit a display of one completed activity from the project book. Inclusion of an actual  
 purchased item is optional. Garment/items will not be placed on display unless covered in a clear  plastic bag (no  
 garment bags). Exhibit tags should be attached to the GARMENT, not to the hanger . 
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 ���  is presented by Jan Adcock in memory of her 

mother.  Sallie Unger was an excellent seamstress and lifelong supporter of 4-H.  Jan 
selects an individual who shows promise in the sewing project to receive the award 
each year.  The prize varies but will include items to help the winner further their sewing 
skills and encourage them to continue sewing. 
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GENERAL PROJECTS 
 
All 4-H projects provide an advancing opportunity to exceed current project manual learning and exhibit at the Illinois 
State Fair. This is considered to be a Clover Challenge and requires the completion of an agreement that is available 
from the office or on line at http://www.4-h.uiuc.edu/staff/90111.doc  It is recommended for youth over the age of 15. 
 
CLOVERBUDS 
A participation ribbon will be awarded for all participants exhibiting a display. Each group may make an exhibit or display 
of activities of the group, or information learned through the program.  Be prepared to discuss what you did. 

 
Aerospace I 
 

Building Family 
Strengths 
 

Child Development I 

 
Embryology 
 

Exploratory – Get Real! 
Get Active! 
 

Family 4-H 
 

 
Gifts Of Gold 
 

Health—It’s Your 
Choice I 
 

Theatre Arts 1

 
HOBBIES AND COLLECTIONS (COUNTY ONLY) NOT ELIGIBLE FOR STATE FAIR. 
 

Exhibit collection/hobby AND a completed BRIEF HISTORY AND/OR STORY OF YOUR Collection/Hobby. 
 
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION - STAMP COLLECTING 
Exhibitors with more than one album should put them in a single container (box). The exhibitor would remove it 
after judging.  Stamps should be in good condition and must be hinged mounted. Collection may be topical 
stamps (example:  all birds, all space, etc.).  Stamps may be cancelled or mint.  Stamps can be accumulated 
from year to year.  Stamp collections will be taken home following judging. 
 

STAMP COLLECTING 
Stamp Collecting Unit I - Collect 25 or more stamps issued in the United States. 
Stamp Collecting Unit II- Collect 50 or more stamps issued in the U.S. or different foreign stamps. 
Stamp Collecting Unit III - Collect 100 stamps or more issued in the United States or different foreign stamps. 
Stamp Collecting Unit IV - Collect 150 or more stamps issued in the United States or the world, representing 

10 different countries. 
COIN COLLECTING 

Coins can be minted or circulated.  It is recommended that 4-H©ers buy a book in which to place their coins.  
Coins can be accumulated from year to year. 

Coin Collecting - Beginning (No project book available) 
Exhibit one of the following: 
1. A complete set of coins issued during your year of birth (set includes cent, nickel, dime, quarter, half dollar 
and dollar.) 
2. A Lincoln Memorial Penny collection (1959 to present) 20 or more pennies. 
3. Coins should be neatly mounted in a book or case. 
4. Coin Collections will be taken home following judging. 

Models 
Exhibit one article with story of how model was completed and include where it was obtained. 

 
READING (COUNTY ONLY)  
Exhibit suggestions: 

1. Write an article to advertise a book. 
2. Write headings that highlight specific happenings in a book. 
3. Make a doll(s) or clay figure(s) and dress them like a scene from the book. 
4. Make a shoebox diagram (shadowbox). 
5. Make a bookmark depicting a story or character from the book. 
6. Make a puppet to depict a character from the book. 
7. Make a bulletin board display. 
8. Prepare a book jacket. 
9. Make a mural. 
10. Illustrate maps showing a character’s travels or area encompassed by a story. 

 
Reading I -IV Exhibit project manual, including a book report from one book you read, plus your choice of one of the 

exhibit suggestions. 
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BICYCLING-Mechanics & Technology 
Bicycle I-COUNTY ONLY  

Be prepared to drive your bicycle through a safety lane and observe all safety rules and regulations. Upon 
completion of course, you will be asked to demonstrate two (2) safety rules. 

 

Exhibitors MUST br ing their  own bicycle. I t is strongly recommended that bicycle r iders br ing and wear  safety helmets 
dur ing the r iding exercises.  
  

50200 Bicycle Adventures I I  - Exhibitor will be asked to explain the procedure for two bicycle adjustments: 1) Air the tires to  
      the proper pressure, AND 2) One item as drawn by exhibitor for the judge. The list of items included in the “draw bag”  will be 

from the following list: Adjust the helmet, seat, handle bars, lever angles, or shock absorbers OR oil the chain or levers, OR 
remove & replace the front wheel.  

 

50205 Bicycle Adventures I I I  - Exhibitor will be asked to explain the procedure for two maintenance practices: 1) Change a  
      tire on a rim (that will be provided), AND 2) One item as drawn by exhibitor for the judge. The list of items included in 

the“drawbag”  will be from the following list: Adjust the brake shoes, cable tension, de railer, or head set OR remove & replace 
the rear wheel OR true a wheel. 

 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
The only equipment provided (upon request) will be a podium, table, screen, LCD projector , and extension cord.  
Request must be made when entry is submitted to the local Extension office. 
 

50220 Formal Speech – Formal Speeches (without props or aids) must be between 4-6 minutes in length and done by an 
individual member.  Formal speeches provide information to the audience. 

 

50221 Extempore Speaking –Exhibitors must be present 45 minutes before their assigned time to select their topics. Topics will 
relate to events of state, national or international importance from January of the current year to August to present. Exhibitors 
will draw three topic options for their speech from a large number of topics. They will immediately select one of these three 
topics for their speech. Participants will have 45 minutes to prepare a 4-6 minute speech. Participants are responsible for 
providing their own research materials for this class. 

 

50222 Demonstration - Demonstrations may pertain to any topic (Exception: Foods-Nutrition entries must enter through the 
appropriate foods class.) Demonstrations may be given by an individual or a team of two members. Exhibitors are responsible 
for furnishing all equipment and supplies needed. Demonstrations must be 8-10 minutes in length. Food Demonstrations are not 
a division of Public Presentations; see Class #50215 under SECTION III – FOOD DEMONSTRATIONS. NOTE: Members 
wishing to do public presentations with Hor ticulture subject matter  should enter  the Hor ticulture Public Speaking &  
Demonstration Contest in June on the University of  I llinois campus in Champaign-Urbana. This includes members who 
wish to par ticipate in a Flower  Arranging Demonstration. 

 

50223 I llustrated Speech –Illustrated Speeches (with visual aids) must be between 4-6 minutes in length and done by an 
individual member. 

 

50224 Or iginal Works - Member may present any type of original works (i.e. comedy, storytelling, original poetry, radio segment, 
etc.) May be done by an individual or a team of no more than three members. Works must have been written by one of the team 
members. Segment must be between 4-6 minutes in length. Original works presentations are designed to entertain an audience. 

 

50225 Oral Interpretation –May be humorous or dramatic interpretation, oratorical declamation, prose reading or verse reading. 
Material may be read or memorized. May be done by an individual or a team of no more  than three members. 
Interpretation must be between 4-6 minutes in length. 

 

CLUB/GROUP EXHIBITS 
 

50232 Public Adventures – (Club) – Exhibit a display illustrating the steps that the club has completed on the project selected for 
the year. Include a written outline or report of accomplishments and future goals.  

 
50234 Intercultural (Club) – (Includes Passport to the World and Latino Cultural Arts Projects) Exhibit should be educational  
      in nature and should not promote one’s beliefs over another person’s beliefs. Exhibits may be from any of the three categories 

listed below: Geography - Prepare a display of the country or region of the United States which includes something on the 
geography, economy, and/or agriculture of the country/region. Include completed project manual with the display; OR People - 
Prepare a display on the people of the country or region of the United States. Show something learned about the racial-ethnic 
groupings, the population, languages, and/or housing. Include completed project manual with the display; OR Culture - Prepare a 
display on the culture of the country or region of the United States. This might include music, crafts, clothing, housing, holiday 
celebrations, etc. Include completed project manual with the display. ALL items in the club/group display (including the 
project book) must be attached to the display board – NO  additional items should be included.  
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 ANIMAL SCIENCE 
50240 Animal Science - Prepare a display related to an activity completed in the project. Live animals are not permitted as 

exhibits in this area. For safety reasons, exhibits should not include glass, syringes with needles or any other sharp objects. 
Exhibits may include activities from Veterinary Science projects OR from any other Animal Science project area, including 
studies of animal physiology and/or animal behavior. CLOVER CHALLENGE exhibits in Animal Sciences should be placed 
into this class. The Clover Challenge exhibit is limited to 15-18 year olds who are enrolled in Clover Challenge for this project 
area. Exhibit a display illustrating the Clover Challenge area explored. This could include anything NOT covered in the project 
book, including but not limited to career exploration, in depth study of animal nutrition or a specific animal disease, genetic 
engineering, etc. The completed I llinois 4-H Clover  Challenge Agreement must be presented with the exhibit. 

 

 

SMALL PETS -Animal Science-NOT ELIGIBLE FOR STATE FAIR 
Exhibit a poster or scrapbook of your small pet, include a written report on the care requirements for your small pet. 
Due to extreme heat usually experienced during fair week, 
NO LIVE ANIMALS WILL BE EXHIBITED IN SMALL PETS. 

 

 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT &  GLOBAL AWARENESS 
 

Sub-Section 1 - CITIZENSHIP 
50245 Citizenship I  – Individual - Exhibit a display illustrating one of the following options: 1) personal information about 

yourself – who you are, things you like to do, things you are good at, your favorites; 2) your feelings and how you handle these 
feelings; 3) your family, their responsibilities, how you work together; OR 4) the Family Pedigree that may include family group 
pages. 

 

50246 Citizenship I I  – Individual – Exhibit a display illustrating one of the following options: 1) your neighborhood; 2) how  
      you and others are good neighbors – what you do as good neighbors, what rights and responsibilities you have as good neighbors, 

how being a good neighbor makes you feel; 3) a community service activity – one that you participated in or organized; 4) what 
your school does to help the neighborhood, why it is important for the school to be involved in good citizenship, and how the 
school can help the community; OR 5) organizations, activities and events that your ancestors participated in, the impact they had 
on the community and their family. 

 

50247 Citizenship I I I  – Individual – Exhibit a display illustrating one of the activities that you completed within your project  
as it relates to one of the following categories in the manual: 1) Government; 2) Business and Industry; 3) Transportation,  
Communication & Utilities; 4) Culture & Heritage; 5) Natural Resources & Environment; 6) Education; 7) Organizations  
within your community; 8) Tourism; OR 9) Support Systems within your community.  
 

50250  Service Learning I  – Individual – Exhibit a binder portfolio to reflect what the exhibitor accomplished in the four  steps of 
service learning. If exhibitor has been enrolled in project for multiple years, the binder portfolio should include previous years’  
work. Use of page protectors is recommended. Exhibit will NOT be labeled “Do Not Touch.”  

 

50251 Service Learning I I  – Individual -- Exhibit a binder portfolio to reflect what the exhibitor accomplished in the four  
      steps of service learning. If exhibitor has been enrolled in project for multiple years (including Service Learning I), the binder 

portfolio should include previous years’  work. Use of page protectors is recommended. Exhibit will NOT be labeled “Do Not 
Touch.”  

 

Sub-Section 2 - INTERCULTURAL 
Exhibits may be from any of the three categories listed below: 
Geography - Prepare a display of the country or region of the United States which includes something on the geography,  
economy, and/or agriculture of the country/region. Include completed project manual with the display. 
 

People - Prepare a display on the people of the country or region of the United States. Show something learned about the  
racial-ethnic groupings, the population, languages, and/or housing. Include completed project manual with the display. 
 

Culture - Prepare a display on the culture of the country or region of the United States. This might include music, crafts,  
clothing, housing, holiday celebrations, etc. Include completed project manual with the display. 
 

50255 Intercultural- Individual – Prepare a display illustrating what you have learned about this country, culture or region. 
Exhibit should be educational in nature and should not promote one’s beliefs over another person’s beliefs. Include completed 
project manual with the display. 
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HOME &  FAMILY 
Sub-Section 1 – INTERIOR DESIGN 

50260  Design Decisions, Beginning – (Recommended for members with 1-3 years in project.) Entry can be from any one of the 
    following groups: Wall treatment – Poster showing the application of a decorative treatment for a wall (stenciling, rag rolling,etc.) 

used by exhibitor. Treatment should cover approximately ½ of the board. Remaining area of the board should include before/after 
photos, a picture story of the application, cost comparison, etc. OR Three-dimensional surface accessory that will set on a table, 
dresser, or floor. Item must be made by the exhibitor. Include a photo of the item as used in the room. OR An item that has been 
recycled (significantly altered) by the member. Include photo of the item as used in the room. OR Wall hanging (2 or 3-
dimensional), made by exhibitor. Include photo of the item as used in the room. 

 

50261 Design Decisions, Intermediate - (Recommended for members with 3-5 years in project.) Entry can be from any one of the 
following groupings: Comparison shopping study of at least two items showing wants and needs, costs, use in overall design plan, 
quality comparison, etc. and final selection made. May be displayed via poster or notebook. OR Bedcover – May include a quilt, 
comforter, bedspread, dust ruffle, pillow sham, canopy, etc. made by exhibitor. Include a photo of the item as used in the room. 
OR Window Treatment – May include curtains, draperies, shades, shutters, etc. made by exhibitor. Include a photo of the item as 
used in the room. 

 

50262  Design Decisions, Advanced - (Recommended for members with over 5 years in project.) Entry can be from one of the 
following groups: Select a problem such as storage, unusual or odd-sized window, need for better lighting, privacy, or an invention 
or idea that solves an energy or water problem. Show the steps used to solve the problem and the final product. Use pictures, 
samples, drawings, etc. to tell the story. Display in a notebook or on poster board. If an item was made by the exhibitor to solve the 
problem, include that item in the display. Include before and after photos in display. Displays illustrating a general 
“ redecorating”  of a room are NOT appropr iate for  this exhibit. OR Exhibit one item of refinished furniture. Include a color 
photograph showing item in place in a room setting. Photo should be mounted. Include a description of the steps taken to refinish 
the item. 

 

Sub-Section 2 - CHILD DEVELOPMENT  

 

50265  Child Development I I  – Exhibit one of the following options developed by the member from the Level 2 project book,  
Growing with Others. Exhibit must be displayed in a space no larger  than 15”  x 15”  x 15” .  1) Include the following three 
items that would be appropriate for a child of a specific age: a toy made by the 4-H'er; a song or game; and a story or story book 
that would be appropriate for a child of a specific age. On a note card or page of paper, indicate the age of the child and how the 
items fit into the interests, abilities and safety considerations of that age child OR 2) Prepare a display of 6 toys and/or activities 
(at least one being made by the 4-H'er). Include two items for each of the following three age groups: Infant/Toddler; Pre-School; 
and School Age. On a note card or page of paper, for each toy and activity indicate the age of the child and how that item fits into 
their interests, abilities and safety considerations.  50266 Child Development I I I  – Exhibit one or more of the following items 
developed by the member from the Level 3 project book, Growing in Communities: a child care career game; a display 
representing a community service activity; a teaching plan for use in a child care setting (2-4 hour time span); OR a plan for 
neighborhood olympics activity. Display must fit into a 2’  wide by 15”  deep space. 

 
Sub-Section 3 – INTERGENERATIONAL 

 

50270  Walk In My Shoes - Individual - Present a display relating to an activity completed in the project.  
 

Sub-Section 4 – CONSUMER EDUCATION 
50275  Financial Champions 1-2 – Exhibit any product or display made to illustrate a completed activity from the project book.  
 The activity should relate to the member’s age and experience. Photocopies of the completed activities from the book (or  
 the actual book) should be included in the display. 
 

50276  Consumer Savvy I  – The Consumer in Me – Exhibit a poster or display based on a purchase made this year.  
 Incorporate at least two activities form the project manual that illustrate that your purchase was well planned and  
 researched. 
 

50277  Consumer Savvy I I  – Consumer Wise – Exhibit a poster or display illustrating use of the six-step decision-making  
      process in making a wise purchase. Incorporate at least two other learning activities from the project manual used to help you 

make a wise decision. 
 

50278    Consumer Savvy I I I  – Consumer Roadmap – Exhibit a poster or display based on what you learned from at least one  
 activity from the project manual.  
  

50279   Be the E! – Exhibit a binder portfolio that includes the results of at least two completed activities from each year  
 exhibitor has been enrolled in the project. Completed activities from previous years should be included. Use of page  
 protectors is recommended. Exhibit will NOT be labeled “Do Not Touch.”  
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Sub-Section 2 – HEALTH 
50320 Keeping Fit &  Healthy I  (First Aid in Action) – Exhibit a family First Aid Kit and cards prepared by the exhibitor. 
 

50321 Keeping Fit &  Healthy I I  (Staying Healthy) – Exhibit a “smarts”  project as explained in the project manual. Project  
 should be designed and prepared by the exhibitor. 
 

50322 Keeping Fit &  Healthy I I I  (Keeping Fit) – Exhibit a Fitness File OR make a display on credible information about  
 supplements and performance enhancers. 
 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Sub-Section 1 – COMMUNICATIONS 
50325 Communications I  – Use of page protectors is recommended. Exhibit will NOT be labeled “Do Not Touch.”  For 1st  
      year enrolled in project - Exhibit a binder portfolio showcasing at least three activities from the project manual.  Show basic 

activities and anything that extended lessons. For 2nd and 3rd years in project: Include everything from earlier years’  work and add 
section showcasing at least four additional activities per year.  

 

50326 Communications I I  – Use of page protectors is recommended. Exhibit will NOT be labeled “Do Not Touch.”  For  
 1st year enrolled in project - Exhibit a binder portfolio showcasing at least three activities from the project manual. Show basic      
   activities and anything that extended lessons. For 2nd and 3rd years in project: Include everything from earlier years’  work and          
add section showcasing at least four additional activities per year.  
 

50327 Communications I I I  -- Use of page protectors is recommended. Exhibit will NOT be labeled “Do Not Touch.”  For  
 1st year enrolled in project - Exhibit a binder portfolio showcasing at least three activities from the project manual. Show basic 

activities and anything that extended lessons. For 2nd and 3rd years in project: Include everything from earlier years’  work and add 
section showcasing at least four additional activities per year. 

 

Sub-Section 2 – JOURNALISM 
50330 Journalism – Exhibit a binder portfolio showing the results of the appropriate year’s activities noted below: 
 Year  1: Accomplishments of a minimum of 5, 2-star activities from Part 1, answering all of the questions in activities. 
 Year  2: Results of doing a minimum of 5, 2-star activities in Part 2, answering all the questions in the activities. 
 Year  3: Results of doing a minimum of 5, 3-star activities from Parts 1 and 2. One of the activities must include writing  
 an advance story, a follow-up story, or a feature story. Year  4: Results of doing at least 2, 2-star activities and 3, 3-star activities 

from Part 3. If the activities include making an audio or videotape, State Fair will provide a way for the judge to view or listen to 
it. (Advance notice must be made to the State 4-H Office for  equipment.) 

 

Sub-Section 3 - LEADERSHIP 
50335   Leadership 1-4 - Prepare a binder portfolio with a minimum of two completed activities each year, from two different 

leadership skill areas. Build upon your previous year’s work. Activities should relate to the exhibitor’s age and experience. 
Photocopies of the completed activities from the books should be included with the portfolio. Use of  page protectors is 
recommended. Exhibit will NOT be labeled “Do Not Touch.”  

 

Sub-Section 4 - PHOTOGRAPHY 
50340 Photography 1 (Focus on Photography) – Exhibit one of the two options listed below: Exhibit five to seven photos that 

tell a story. The story must have a beginning, middle, and end. Exhibit will be judged on how well the pictures tell a story and use 
of composition techniques. Photos must be mounted on poster board, no larger than 22”x30” . Digital photos may be used; 
cropping and red eye removal is the ONLY acceptable alterations. OR  Exhibit two photos: One photo with an unclear focal point 
and a second photo highlighting an area of the first photo in which you have eliminated clutter and framed a photo with a clear 
focal point. Photos must be mounted on poster board or mount board no larger than 11”x14” . Digital photos may be used; 
cropping and red eye removal is the ONLY acceptable alterations. 

 

50341 Photography 2 (Controlling the Image) – Exhibit one of the two options listed below: Exhibit photos of action scenes. 
Exhibit one 8”x10”  or two 5”x7”  photos. Photos must be mounted on one mount board or poster or framed in one frame no larger 
than 11”  x 14”  (Hinged frames not acceptable) Digital photos may be used; cropping and red eye removal is the ONLY 
acceptable alterations. OR Create a collection of 5 to 7 candid photos taken at one event. Photos must be mounted on poster 
board, no larger than 22”x30” . Digital photos may be used; cropping and red eye removal is the ONLY acceptable alterations. 
 

50342 Photography 3 (Master ing Photography) – Exhibit one of the two options listed below: Exhibit photos with reflections as 
subjects (see page 30 of manual), using one 8”x10”  or two 5”x7”  photos. Photos must be mounted on one mount board or poster 
or framed in one frame. Poster board, mount board or frame must be no larger than 11”x14” . Digital photos may be used; 
cropping and red eye removal is the ONLY acceptable alterations. OR  Exhibit a still-life photo that demonstrates good 
composition, including color, form, texture, lighting and depth or field. Photo must be mounted on one mount board or poster or 
framed in one frame. Poster board, mount board or frame must be no larger than 11”x14” . Digital photos may be used; cropping 
and red eye removal are the ONLY acceptable alterations. 
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50343 Photo Editing – Exhibit one 8”  x 10”  photo or two 5”  x 7”  photos that have been altered using digital photo-editing 
techniques (beyond cropping and red-eye reduction). Include a print of the original photo(s), taped to the back of the  photo 
frame. Photos must be mounted on one mount board or one poster board or framed in ONE frame. (Hinged frames are not 
acceptable.) Exhibit must be no larger than 11”  x 14” . This class is open to youth enrolled in any of the three photography project 
levels. 

 

Sub-Section 5 – THEATRE ARTS 
50350  Theater  Ar ts I  (Play the Role) – Exhibit one of the following items: Portfolio of acting activities completed during the 

current year (Use of page protectors is recommended. Exhibit will NOT be labeled “Do Not Touch.” ) OR Display illustrating a 
drawing/photograph of a clown character created by the exhibitor OR Display illustrating a picture story developed by the 
exhibitor. 

 

50351 Theater  Ar ts I I  (Become a Puppeteer) – Exhibit one of the following items: Portfolio of activities with puppets 
completed during the current year (Use of page protectors is recommended. Exhibit will NOT be labeled “Do Not Touch.” ) OR 
Display on the history of puppets or puppetry in different cultures OR Display a puppet created by the exhibitor OR Display a 
story wheel and play adapted or written for puppets.  

 

50352 Theater  Ar ts I I I  (Set the Stage) – Exhibit one of the following items: Portfolio of activities for  set design; make-up; or  
sound, props, or  costuming completed during the current year (Use of page protectors is recommended. Exhibit will NOT be 
labeled “Do Not Touch.” ) OR Display that includes sound, props and costume charts appropriate for a selected scene from a story 
or play (limited to no more than 8 items) OR Display a scenic design model to depict a scene from a script OR Display illustrating 
a character with make-up drawn or colored in. Include a photograph of a person wearing the make-up and information on the 
character’s personality or part in the play. 

 

Sub-Section 6 - VISUAL ARTS- Superintendent: Donna Wilcox   
 

VISUAL ARTS-Personal Development 
 (ONLY ORIGINAL WORKS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR STATE FAIR SELECTION) 
The philosophy behind the Visual Art project is to allow the 4-H member the opportunity to be creative.  4-H members 
can enroll under VISUAL ARTS for all types of crafts.  They will then receive one project book. 
 Exhibit Requirements: 
1. Articles exhibited are to be made by the exhibitor who is a participant in the Visual Art Project.  Articles must have 
been made during the current 4-H year. Exhibitors are encouraged to date the project when it is made 
2. Articles exhibited should be from an original design created by the exhibitor. Copyrighted or trademarked designs are 
not acceptable. Articles made using patterns or pictures from magazines as starting points for designs ARE NOT 
acceptable. Kits and preformed molds are not considered original and are not acceptable in any Visual Arts Class. Team 
or school logos are not original. Combining parts of different patterns with the member©s own ideas can result in an 
original design, but simply changing the color, pattern and/or size of a pattern does NOT make the design original. 
(Exception: Heritage Arts items, class #50564, may follow a pattern.) IF a photo, sketch, or other idea source was used, 
submit it with your entry, firmly attached to your exhibit. Be prepared to explain how and where you got the idea for this 
project. Photos used as a source should be taken by the artist.  
3. Design Source – If a photo, sketch, or other idea source was used, bring it with you to the judge.  Be prepared to 
explain how and where you got the idea for this project.  Photos used as a source should be taken by the artist. 
4. All items must be properly prepared for exhibit.  Items that are intended to be hung must be prepared for hanging.  
The hanging device must be sturdy enough to support the weight of the object.  Drawing and paintings should be matted 
and framed, preferably under glass.  (Exceptions:  Oil and acrylic paintings do not require glass.)  Water color, chalk, pen 
& ink, etc. do require glass, acrylic, or some protective covering.  There is no specific requirement for the type of mat 
used.  Page 43 of the member’s manual gives basic directions for a mat, but purchased, pre-cut mats (which are 
available at craft and discount stores) are acceptable. 
5. Every exhibit will be critiqued in a discussion with the judge.  The exhibitor MUST be present for this evaluation.  The 
criteria used with be the “Rubric” which is used by the Illinois Art Education Association and is provided to all Extension 
units. 
6.  It is recommended that fabric exhibits be covered with clear plastic. 
7. Items made from KITS are acceptable only in non-original classes.  A kit is defined as a pre-packaged, formed, 
stamped, printed, or numbered canvas, or pre-cut materials. 
8. INCLUDE an answer to the question, "WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM DOING THIS EXHIBIT?"  Refer to Page 37 
of the Visual Arts manual. 
9. A member may enter two completed items from every media unit; HOWEVER, a 4-H©er may receive no more 
than three (3) premiums in visual arts.  Additional items are eligible for ribbons and State Fair consideration.  
10. ALL 4-H members may enter Original or Non-original classes. ONLY ORIGINAL WORKS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR 

STATE FAIR SELECTION. 
11. Natural projects have strict rules.  Please read restrictions carefully in Nature section. 
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You may exhibit in the following media options as either Original or Non-Original. Refer to # 2 on page 21 for 
what is considered original verses non-original. 
 

NOTE: Stepping stones and scrapbooks are not acceptable in any Visual Ar ts exhibit class at the I llinois State Fair . 
 

50555 Paper  - Any original item made of paper. Examples could include origami; greeting cards; paper-cut designs, paper mache, 
hand-made paper, paper collage, paper models of architecture, quilling, etc. Paper twist articles, made from directions in craft 
books and stores ARE NOT original and are not appropriate for this class. Scrapbooks are not appropr iate for  display in this 
class. 

 

50556    Fiber  - Any original item made of fiber. Examples are quilts, fabric collage, soft sculpture, stitchery, weaving, embroidery, 
cross-stitch, wearable art. All baskets and decorated textiles (such as painted shir ts or  stenciled clothing) should be entered in 
class #50564-Her itage Ar ts. ORIGINAL cross-stitched, knitted or  crocheted items belong in this Fiber  class. Non-or iginal 
cross-stitched, knitted and crocheted items should be entered in class #50564-Her itage Ar ts. Machine knitted items are not 
appropr iate for  this class. 
 

50557 Clay - Any original item made of clay -- may be fired or unfired, hand formed or thrown on a wheel. Self-hardening clays 
are fine. Fire/oven-cured and cornstarch clay could be accepted. Items can include, but are not limited to, clay statues, bowls, 
jewelry, etc. Pre-formed ceramics are not eligible for  State Fair  exhibit. 

 

 
50558 Wood - Any original item made of wood (wood carving, sculpture, collage, wood burning, etc.). Utilitar ian wood items 

made from patterns or  kits (e.g. outdoor  or  indoor  furniture, shelves) should not be entered in visual ar ts. Popsicle stick 
crafts are not acceptable for  State Fair  entry. 

 

50559 Chalk/Carbon/Pigment - Any original art work done with pencils, chalk, pens, ink, paint, charcoal, dyes, etc. This would 
include all painting, sketching, drawing, cartooning, printing, etc. Note: Please enter  painting on wood, metal, textiles, or  stones 
in Class #50564 - Her itage Ar ts. Painted and/or  glazed pre-formed ceramics and painted porcelain dolls are not eligible for  
State Fair  exhibit.  

 

50560 Glass/Plastic - Any original item made of glass or plastic. Possible items to exhibit include stained glass, etched glass 
(original design), mosaics made of glass, glass beading, plastic jewelry (friendly plastic). Inter locking building block creations 
are not suitable for  State Fair  entry. Stepping stones or  wall hangings that include cement decorated with glass or  plastic 
items are not suitable for  this class. 

  

50561 Metal - Any original item made of metal such as sculpture, tin punch, engraved metal, and jewelry. I tems intended for  
industr ial use (as tools and/or  shop items) are not considered par t of this Visual Ar ts project and are not eligible for  entry. 

 

50562 Nature - Any original item made of natural material such as wreaths, cornhusk dolls, etc. Items should be made of natural 
materials (which may be purchased) but securing elements such as glue and wire may be used in the inner construction as long as 
they do not detract from the overall "natural" appearance. Articles such as dried pressed flowers may be displayed under glass 
since it is necessary for protection/preservation of the natural materials. Candles are not suitable as entr ies. All baskets should 
be entered in Class  #50564 – Her itage Ar ts. 

 

50563 Three Dimensional Design/M ixed Media – Art pieces in this class must be comprised of at least three different media. No 
one medium can make up more than 40% of a piece. The piece should be free-standing (not meant to be hung) that is observable 
on at least three different sides. Originality and design are important concepts. Craft and preformed or assembled projects are not 
acceptable. 

 

50564 Her itage Ar ts - A maximum of one entry per  county of traditional art learned from another person or from a pattern (NO 
KITS) may be entered in this class. Cross-stitched, knitted and crocheted items by pattern must be entered in this class. 
(Machine knitted items are NOT acceptable for  this class.)  Other possibilities include: needlepoint, counted cross-stitch, 
crewel, embroidery, cut work, hardanger, macramé, baskets, candles, pysanki (decorated eggs), leather, quilts from a traditional 
pattern, traditional handmade dolls with handmade costumes, decorative painting on wood, metal, fiber, or candles. ALL baskets 
should be entered in Her itage Ar ts. 

 

50565 Computer -Generated Ar t – Any original art created in any software package. Exhibit may not include scanned work, clip 
art, downloaded images from the internet, any imported image, or photographs. All pixels must be original. Photo mosaics are 
NOT allowed. Color or black & white exhibits are acceptable. 

 

ENGINEERING &  TECHNOLOGY 
 

Sub-Section 1 -AEROSPACE 
50355 Model Rocketry - Exhibit one model rocket assembled by the member. The exhibit will be a static display. The model  
      rocket should be in good flying condition. DO NOT include the rocket engine with your exhibit. The rockets will not be 

launched. Attach the printed directions for construction of the rocket. 
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50356 Aerospace Display - Any exhibit related to aerospace that does not fit into Class #50355. This may be an experimental or 
educational poster or display. Include an explanation of the display for public understanding. CLOVER CHALLENGE exhibits 
in Aerospace should be placed into this class. The Clover Challenge exhibit is limited to 15-18 year olds who are enrolled in 
Clover Challenge for this project area. Exhibit a display illustrating the Clover Challenge area explored. This could include 
anything NOT covered in the project book, including but not limited to career exploration, study of aerodynamics and design, 
history of flight, etc. The completed I llinois 4-H Clover  Challenge Agreement must be presented with the exhibit. 

 
Sub-Section 2 - COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Exhibitors may br ing computer  equipment if they wish. Computers will not be furnished. The State Fair  and 4-H staff are 
not responsible for  the safety or  secur ity of any computer  equipment. Telephone modem connections or  wireless connections 
are not available for  use by exhibitors. 
 

Any member found to be using computer software in a manner that infringes on copyright laws will be disqualified. 
 

50360 Computer  Myster ies I  (Booting Up) - Exhibit printed copy of product(s) made using computer software. This can include 
greeting cards, computer presentations (like Power Point), a series of 4 to 6 special effects photos, scrapbook, or storybook. 
Attach a one-page narrative describing the software and features used to construct the products. 

 

50361 Computer  Myster ies I I  (Adding On) – Exhibit printed copies of product(s) made using computer software. This can 
include t-shirt design(s), an 8-page magazine, or a series of 4 to 6 special effects photos (use three of the following special effects: 
textures, changing brightness and contrast, filters, magic wand techniques, composite images, cropping or resizing). Attach a one 
to two-page narrative describing the software and features used to construct the products. 

 

50362 Computer  Myster ies I I I  (Reaching Beyond) - Exhibit printed, color copies of products made using computer software. 
This can include a Web site for your club or other organization (minimum of 5 screens), a 12-page  magazine, or a map of 
your community with important community features designated. Attach a one to two-page narrative describing the software and 
features used to construct the products. 

 

50363 Beginning Programming – Exhibit a flowchart or alternative visual representation of a program that exhibitor has written, 
not copied from another source.  (NOTE:  Neither  computers nor  telephone modem connections are provided for  displays at 
the I llinois State Fair .) Choice of programming language is optional.  Programs exhibited in this class require the use of one or 
more of each of the following kinds of commands: 

 (1)  Comments to the reader of the program (e.g., "Now subtract Taxes from GrossPay to get NetPay"). 
 (2)  Instructions to the user of the program (e.g., "Press Q at any time to quit this program"). 
 (3)  Assignment of data into variables (e.g., "NetPay = GrossPay - Taxes;").  
 (4)  Choosing between alternatives based on the current value of a variable (e.g., "IF NetPay >= 100000 THEN PRINT ‘
  THANK YOU, BOSS!’ELSE GOTO 999”) 
 (5)  Looping, that is, repeating a group of instructions more than once, using a looping structure (“FOR”, “DO”, etc.). 
  The ending of the loop must be controlled, not just left to loop forever (e.g., "10 GOTO 10"). Controlling   the end 
  of the looping may be done using an "IF" statement from item 4. 
 (6)  Input from, and output to a user. 
 

 

Sub-Section 3 - ELECTRICITY 
 

It is strongly suggested that members use recommended construction details including proper color coding  provided by the  Illinois 
Electrification Committee (IEC) that have been provided on the IEC 4-H website; http://www.iecouncil.org/documents.asp?dtid=4. 
 

50370 Electr icity I  (Magic of Electr icity) - (May only be battery-powered projects using battery components and wir ing).  
Projects using paper  clips, cardboard, thumbtacks, &  brads are not eligible for  state fair  exhibits.  Exhibit a momentary 
switch, simple switch, or basic circuit OR an Electromagnet OR a Galvanometer OR an Electric motor.  All projects must 
include a repor t explaining how the project was constructed and the  pr inciples demonstrated. 

 

50371 Electr icity I I  (Investigating Electr icity) - (May only be battery-powered projects using battery components and 
wir ing)  Projects using paper  clips, cardboard, thumbtacks, &  brads are not eligible for  state fair  exhibits. Exhibit a 
Circuit board demonstrating parallel and series switches, including a circuit diagram OR 3-way or 4-way switch circuit using 
DC/battery OR Basic electrical device (examples: Rocket launcher, burglar alarm, etc). All projects must include a repor t 
explaining how the project was constructed and the pr inciples demonstrated. 

 
50372 Electr icity I I I  (Wired for  Power) - Exhibit a 120V lighting fixture or other appliance which uses a switch; OR two 

electrical household circuits using 120V materials to comply with National Electrical Code, one with a simple on/off switch to 
control bulb, and one using 3-way switches to control light from two locations; OR other project which demonstrates principles 
in the Wired for Power book. All electr icity projects must include a repor t, explaining how the project was constructed, and 
pr inciples for  its operation. 
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Sub-Section 4 – ELECTRONICS 
 

50374 Electr icity IV (Enter ing Electronics) - Exhibit any electronic or solid state appliance, and a second written report 
explaining how your project was constructed, how it is to be used and how it works. When project is being constructed, general 
safety and workmanship should be considered.  

 

Sub-Section 5 - GEOSPATIAL 
50380 Explor ing Spaces, Going Places, Level I  – Exhibit one of the two options listed below: Using the  ‘Take Me on a Tour ‘  

activity, create a display and map showing four to six tour sites, geo-tools used to create the map, positional data for the sites, and 
information about the selected sites. OR Using information from the “What Are Geographical Tools?”  activity, prepare an exhibit 
showing and describing ten mapping tools. Explain how the mapping tools are used and why maps are important. 

 

50381 Explor ing Spaces, Going Places, Level 2 – Using the table from the “Take Me on a Tour”  activity, create a map showing 
recreational, historical or public service sites in your community. Determine if there is a need for additional community resources. 
Make written suggestions for what resources should be added and where they should be located on your map.  

 

50382 Explor ing Spaces, Going Places, Level 3 – Create a computer-generated map with layered data that provides information 
on a community need. Explain how the need was identified; how you gathered information; and your recommendations on how to 
solve the need. Use the template from “Take Me on a Tour”  activity to gather data for the map. 

 

Sub-Section 6 - ROBOTICS 
50385 Robotics Explorer , Chapter  1 – Create a display describing 3-5 examples of robots and their uses in the real world. Label 

and describe what makes each robot more than a machine or computer. 
 

50386 Robotics Explorer , Chapter  2 – Use your robot to demonstrate OR create a display of a program you wrote to make a 
robot travel a square race track. Provide a narrative that describes your experience designing and troubleshooting this program. 

 

50387 Robotics Explorer, Chapter  3 – Use your robot to demonstrate OR create a display of a line tracking program you wrote 
that uses input from a sensor (e.g. touch, light). Provide a narrative that describes your experience designing and troubleshooting 
this program. 

 

50388 Robotics Explorer , Chapter  4 – Use your robot to demonstrate OR create a display of a line tracking program you wrote 
that combines input from two sensors. Provide a narrative that describes your experience designing and troubleshooting this 
program. 

 

50389 Robotics Probe, Chapter  1 – C Use your robot to demonstrate OR create a display of a line tracking program you wrote 
that uses a rotational sensor to determine distance traveled or to control turns. Provide a narrative that describes your experience 
designing and troubleshooting this program.  

 

50390 Robotics Probe, Chapter  2 – Use your robot to demonstrate OR create a display of an experiment you designed to test the 
travel distance and speed of a robot designed using different gears. Provide a picture of the robot you designed with all gear 
types, pulleys and belts labeled. Provide a narrative that analyzes the results of your experiment.  

 

50391 Robotics Probe, Chapter  3 – Use your robot to demonstrate OR create a display of a line tracking program you wrote that 
uses advanced programming strategies, such as using containers, loops and subroutines and using combined sensors. Provide a 
narrative that describes your experience designing and troubleshooting this program.  

 

Sub-Section 7 - SMALL ENGINES 
All exhibits should involve engines smaller  than 20 horsepower .  No complete engines are permitted for  display at the State 
Fair .  
 

50400 Display – Exhibit a display, selecting one of the following options: 1) A display identifying different engine or lawn and 
garden equipment parts or a display showing the function of the various engine or lawn and garden equipment parts; OR  2) A 
display identifying and explaining the function(s) of different specialty tools needed for small engine work; OR 3) A display 
illustrating and providing the results of any one of the experiments that are included in the project books. 

 

50401 Maintenance – Exhibit a display that illustrates either 1) Routine maintenance procedures OR 2) Diagnosing and 
troubleshooting specific problems with an engine. 

 

Sub-Section 8 – TRACTOR  
50405 Tractor  I : Star ting Up – Exhibit a display or poster that illustrates one of the following topics: tractor safety; care and 

maintenance; the tractor as a valuable farm machine; or an activity listed in the project manual. 
 

50406 Tractor  I I : Tractor  Operation – Exhibit a display or poster that illustrates one of the following topics: cause and 
prevention of rollovers, diagram how an air cleaner works, diagram & identify an engine cooling system, regulations  for 
battery & oil disposal, or another activity listed in the 4-H project manual. 
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50407 Tractor  I I I : Moving Out – Exhibit a display or poster that illustrates one of the following topics: wagon and bin hazards, 
diagram and identify open and closed hydraulic systems, mower types and safety features conveyor types and safety features, or 
another activity listed in the 4-H project manual. 

 

50408 Tractor  IV: Learning More – Exhibit a display or poster that illustrates one of the following topics: method of winterizing 
a tractor, chemical uses and required safety equipment, parts and process of internal combustion engine,procedure for cleaning 
and flushing tractor radiator, or another activity.  

 

Sub-Section 9 - WOODWORKING 
50410 Woodworking I , (Measur ing Up) - Any item made of wood constructed or refinished by the member in this project.  Pre-

cut kits assembled by the member are not acceptable. 
 

50411 Woodworking I I  (Making the Cut) - Any item made of wood constructed or refinished by the member in this project.  
     Pre-cut kits assembled by the member are not acceptable. 

 

50412 Woodworking I I I  (Nailing I t Together) - Any item made of wood constructed or refinished by the member in this project. 
Pre-cut kits assembled by the member are not acceptable. 

 

50413 Woodworking IV (Finishing I t Up) - Any item made of wood constructed or refinished by the member in this project. Pre-
cut kits assembled by the member are not acceptable. 

  

NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 
 

Sub-Section 1 – NATURAL RESOURCES 
Electricity and water are NOT available for these displays. NO live animals or  reptiles are permitted in these exhibits. 
 

50420 Natural Resources I  – Exhibit any item developed from the project book, Step Into Nature.  
 

50421 Natural Resources I I  – Exhibit any item developed from the project book, Explore the Natural World.  
 

50422 Natural Resources I I I  – Exhibit any item developed from the project book, Blaze the Trail.  
 

50425 Wildlife I I  -- Exhibit any activity developed from the project manual.  (Ex. Create a display of the life history of an animal.) 
 Within the exhibit and/or the report, explain the importance of and concept behind the exhibit. 

 

50430 Outdoor  Adventures I  – I I I  – Exhibit a display illustrating an activity completed from the project manual. 
 

50431 Spor tsfishing I  –Exhibit a product or display made to complete an activity in the Take the Bait project manual. This  could 
include, but is not limited to, displays on: different types of fishing tackle, identifying different baits and their uses (no actual bait, 
please) or identifying the anatomy of a fish. For  safety reasons, lures must be placed in a plastic case. 

 

50432 Spor tsfishing I I  - Exhibit a product or display made to complete an activity in the Reel in the Fun project manual. This 
could include, but is not limited to, displays on: different types of knots or rigs and their use; a collection of fishing lures, labeled 
with their use; or information on preparing and cooking fish (not recipes). For  safety reasons, lures must be placed in a plastic 
case. 

 

50433 Spor tsfishing I I I  - Exhibit a product or display made to complete an activity in the Cast into the Future project manual. 
This could include, but is not limited to, displays on: making artificial flies and lures; researching effects of water temperature; 
sportsfishing careers; or identifying insects that fish eat. For  safety reasons, lures must be placed in a plastic case. 

 

Sub-Section 2 - ENTOMOLOGY 
50435 Entomology I  - Limited to exhibitors enrolled in the Entomology I project. Exhibit 15 or more species representing four or 

more orders. Collection must be accurately labeled. Exhibitors must also include the Entomology I project manual, Creepy 
Crawlies with at least one completed activity for each year enrolled.  The Project manual must be attached to one of the  
exhibitor’s cases.  Rules for pinning and labeling insects are available from your local Extension office.  

 

50436 Entomology I I  - Limited to exhibitors enrolled in the Entomology II project. Exhibit 30 or more species representing eight 
or more orders. Collection must be accurately labeled. Exhibitors must also include the Entomology II project manual, What’s 
Bugging You with at least one completed activity for each year enrolled.  The Project manual must be attached to one of the 
exhibitor’s cases.  Rules for pinning and labeling insects are available from your local Extension office.  

50437 Entomology I I I  - Limited to exhibitors enrolled in the Entomology III project. Exhibit 60 or more species representing 
twelve or more orders. Collection must be accurately labeled. Exhibitors must also include the Entomology III project manual, 
Dragons, Houses and Other Flies with at least one completed activity for each year enrolled.  The Project manual must be 
attached to one of the exhibitor’s cases.  Rules for pinning and labeling insects are available from your local Extension office.  

 

50438 Entomology Display, Other  – Exhibit any activity or display from the Entomology project books that does not fit into  
 classes 50435 - 50437.  
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Sub-Section 3 - FORESTRY 
50445 Forests of Fun 1 (Follow the Path) - Exhibit any product or display illustrating an activity from the book. 
 

50446 Forests of Fun 2 (Reach for  the Canopy) - Exhibit any product or display illustrating an activity from the book. 
 

50447 Forests of Fun 3 (Explore the Deep Woods) - Exhibit any product or display illustrating an activity from the book. 
 

Sub-Section 4 - GEOLOGY 
All levels of Geology use the same manual, What on Earth – Geology Study Guide. 
 
50450 Pebble Pups I  - Display eight to 19 rocks and mineral specimens with three minerals in the collections. Collection may 

include duplications that show variations. Label collection and note where found.  
 

50451 Pebble Pups I I  - Display at least twenty, but no more than 29, rocks and mineral specimens with seven minerals in the 
collections. Collection may include duplications that show variations. Label collection and note where found. 

 

50452 Rock Hounds I - Display at least 30, but no more than 40, rocks and mineral specimens with ten minerals in the collection. 
Rocks should include at least three igneous, two metamorphic, and three sedimentary groups. Label collection and note where 
found.  

 

50453 Rock Hounds I I  – This level is for those who have successfully completed Rock Hounds I. Display no more than 50 
specimens that have been selected to illustrate a specific theme of the exhibitor’s choosing. Be creative. Sample categories could 
include (but are not limited to): industrial minerals and their uses; a specific rock group and the variety that occurs in that group, 
including some minerals that occur in that environment; select fossils traced through the geologic ages; minerals and their crystal 
habits; rocks and minerals used in the lapidary arts.  

 

PLANTS &  SOILS 
 

Sub-Section 1 - CROPS 
ALL CROPS EXHIBITED MUST HAVE BEEN GROWN AND CARED FOR BY THE EXHIBITOR AS PART OF THEIR 
CURRENT 4-H CROPS PROJECT. 
 

50460 Soybeans - Exhibit five fresh plants (include root system that is washed) that are representative of member’s 4-H project  
     field.  
 

50461 Corn - Exhibit two fresh plants of field corn (include root system that is washed), that is representative of member’s 4-H 
project field.  Popcorn and sweet corn should be exhibited in classes #50475 or #50476 under Horticulture. 

 

50462 Small Grains - Exhibit one gallon of the current year's crop of oats, wheat, rye, or barley that is representative of the  
     member’s 4-H project field. 
 

50463 Crop Display - Experimental or educational project related to one experience from your project. Include explanation of  
     the project in a report for public understanding. See General Rule #13 regarding size restr ictions. 

 

Sub-Section 2 – FLORICULTURE 
 

NOTE: Members wishing to do public presentations with Hor ticulture subject matter  should enter  the Hor ticulture Public 
Speaking &  Demonstration Contests in June on the University of I llinois campus in Champaign-Urbana. This includes 
members who wish to par ticipate in a Flower  Arranging Demonstration. 
 
50470 Flor iculture A – Exhibit one of the following options: Create a flower arrangement; either a round arrangement or a bud 

vase. All arrangements should fit into a space no larger than 2’x2’ . No silk flowers are permitted. OR Create a photo collage or a 
collection of pictures of flowers that you have raised. Label your flowers by name and tell if you started with a seed, cutting or 
transplants. Mount pictures on a poster board or mount board no larger than 22”x30” .  

 
50471 Flor iculture B – Exhibit one of the following options: Create an artistic display of dried flowers explaining how each was 

dried. OR Create a photo collage or collection of pictures of plants from your theme garden. Label your plants by name and 
explain how the plants were chosen to fit the theme.  

 
50472 Flor iculture C – Exhibit one of the following options: Create a terrarium. At least 2 of the plants should have been 

propagated by the exhibitor (seeds, cuttings, etc.). OR Exhibit a plant that you propagated from cuttings. Create a photo board no 
larger than 11”x14” : showing the progression of growth.  
 

50473 Flor iculture D – Exhibit one of the following options: Create a centerpiece around a theme such as a wedding, holiday, 
birthday, etc. no larger than 2’x2’ . No silk flowers are permitted. OR Create an exhibit of forced bulbs in a pot no larger than 
12”x12” . 
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Sub-Section 3 – HORTICULTURE 
 

NOTE: Members wishing to do public presentations with Hor ticulture subject matter  should enter  the Hor ticulture Public 
Speaking &  Demonstration Contests in June on the University of I llinois campus in Champaign-Urbana. This includes 
members who wish to par ticipate in a Flower  Arranging Demonstration. 
 

All vegetables exhibited must have been grown by the exhibitor  as par t of their  cur rent gardening 4-H project. Fruits and 
nuts exhibited by the member  must be grown or  cared for  by the exhibitor . Vegetable exhibits should be prepared according to 
MJ0800a - Horticulture Facts: Exhibiting Vegetables. Contact the local Extension Office for a copy. Waxes and oils may not be 
used on vegetables or fruits. Any plant infested with insects will be removed from the exhibit area and will not be eligible for  a 
Super ior  exhibit.  
 

50475 Vegetable Market Basket – 
 1. This class is allowed a 2’6”  x 2’6”  space for display.   
 2. Basket must include 6 and not more than 12 different vegetables. There may not be more than 2 different varieties of  any 

vegetable.  For example, red and white potatoes would be classified as two different varieties.  Acorn and zucchini would be 
classified as two different vegetables. 

 3. The number and type of vegetables used must conform to the Vegetable Plate/Basket List. 
 4. Basket must be labeled with the name and variety of all vegetables used. 
  

50476 Vegetable Plate - 
 1. Exhibit must include 2 single vegetable plates. (Exhibitor will furnish the paper plates.) 
 2. Number of vegetables on plates must conform to plate list below. 
 3. Only one variety on each plate. 
 4. An exhibitor cannot show two plates of the same type but different varieties.  (ie:  red and white potatoes, zucchini and  
  straightneck squash.) 
 

50477 Fruit or  Nut Plate - 
 1. Exhibit must include 2 single fruit or nut plates. (Exhibitor will furnish the paper plates.) 
 2. Number of fruits or nuts on plates must conform to plate list below. 
 3. Only one variety on each plate. 
 4. An exhibitor cannot show two plates of the same type but different varieties.  (Red Delicious and Jonathan apples, Redhaven 

and Alberta peach.)  
 

VEGETABLE PLATE/BASKET LIST  
(Lists are provided by UI Extension Horticulturists; Items are listed according to the correct definition of vegetables and fruits.)

Asparagus (5 spears) 
Beans, Lima (12 pods) 
Beets (5) 
Broccoli (1 head) 
Cabbage (1 head) 
Cauliflower (1 head) 
Carrots (5) 
Cucumber, pickling or slicing (5) 
Eggplant (1) 
Kohlrabi (5) 

Lettuce (1 head or plant) 
Muskmelon incl. cantaloupe (1) 
Okra (12) 
Onions, large, dry (5) 
Onions, green or set (12) 
Parsnips (5) 
Peas, (12 pods) 
Peppers,  (bell/banana) (5) 
Peppers, small fruited (chili/cherry) (12) 
Popcorn (5) 

Potatoes (any variety) (5) 
Pumpkin (1) 
Rhubarb, trimmed stalks (3) 
Salsify (5) 
Squash, summer (any variety) (5) 
Sweet Corn, in husks (5) 
Tomatoes, slicing (5) 
Tomatoes, small fruited (12) 
Watermelon(1)                           

Squash, winter (Acorn, butternut, buttercup, spaghetti, Hubbard, Turks’s Turban)  (1) 
Beans, Snap, Green Pod or Golden Wax (12 pods) 
Greens (collard, endive, escarole, kale, mustard, spinach, Swiss chard) (1 plant) 
Horseradish Root (1 marketable root specimen harvested this year) 
 

FRUI T AND NUT PLATE LI ST 
(Lists provided by UI Extension Horticulturists; Items are listed according to the correct definition of vegetables and fruits.)
Apples and large crabapples (5) 
Apricots (5) 
Blackberries (1 pint) 
Blueberries (1 pint) 
Cherries (1 pint) 

Gooseberries/Currants (1 pint) 
Grapes (3 clusters) 
Nuts (walnuts, hickory, pecan ,filbert) (10) 
Peaches and nectarines (5) 
Pears (5) 

Plums (5) 
Raspberries (1 pint) 
Strawberries (1 pint) 

 
50478   Hor ticulture Display – Exhibit an experimental or educational poster or display related to horticulture that does not  

fall into any of the other Horticulture classes. This could include herb displays as well as classes on vegetable, fruits, flower 
gardening, houseplants and flower arranging. Include an explanation of the display for public understanding.  
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Sub-Section 4 – PLANT &  SOIL SCIENCE 
50480 Plants &  Soils 1 (I t’ s More than Just Dir t) – Prepare a display or poster that illustrates an activity from the project 

manual. The display should demonstrate an understanding of environmental and internal factors that affect plant growth.  
Include your project journal that documents activity recordkeeping requirements, answers activity questions, and details 
personal thoughts and ideas.  

 
50481 Plants &  Soils 2 (Stems and Stamens) – Prepare a display or poster that illustrates an activity from the project 

manual. The display should demonstrate an understanding of the composition of plants, the functions of individual plant 
parts, plant life cycles, and the many ways plants reproduce. Include your project journal that documents  activity 
recordkeeping, answers activity questions, and details personal thoughts and idea.  

 
50482 Plants &  Soils 3 (Sprouting Out and Growing Up) – Prepare a display or poster that illustrates an activity from the 

project manual. The display should demonstrate an understanding of environmental and internal factors that affect plant 
growth.  Include your project journal that documents activity recordkeeping requirements, answers activity questions, and 
details personal thoughts and ideas.  

 

 
 

2008 
Christian County 4-H Fair will follow the current 

 Health Requirement Information for County Fairs 
provided by: Illinois Department of Agriculture 

Bureau of Animal Health 
Mark J. Ernst, D.V.M., State Veterinarian 

State Fairgrounds, P.O. Box 19281 
Springfield, IL 62794-9281 

Phone (217) 782-4944 
Web Address: 

http://www.agr.state.il.us/AnimalHW/ahexhibreq.html 
 

A copy will also be available at 
University of Illinois Extension Christian County 

1120 North Webster Street 
Taylorville, IL 62568 

217-287-7246 
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POULTRY DIVISION-Animal Sciences 
HEALTH REQUIREMENTS, http://www.agr.state.il.us/AnimalHW/ahexhibreq.html or a copy is available at the 
Extension office. 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: 
Each exhibitor must comply with general requirements governing the 4-H Show. 
1.      Exhibits must be in place, entry tags completed and turned in by 8:30 a.m. on the day of the show.     The 

show will begin at 9:00 a.m.  Exhibits will be released after they are judged and recorded. 
2.      The Champion and Reserve Champion Market Pens of Rabbits and Poultry may sell at the 4-H auction 

Thursday night. 
3.      Exhibitors must be with their project when they are judged. 
4.      Please bring your own coops and provide your own drinking pans. 
5.      An individual bird can be shown as an individual or part of a pen. 
6.      Chicks must be hatched after January 1. 
 
POULTRY  
Project Requirements: 
1.      At least 15 baby chicks. 
2.      Latest starting date - April 1. 
3.      Chicks must be hatched after January 1. 
4.      Members should select certified standard breeds or approved hybrids. 
5.      Keep poultry records. 
 
LIGHTWEIGHT (Leghorns, Minorcas, Hamburgs, Buttercups, etc. - typically breeds meant for egg production - NO 
BANTAMS) 

1. Single Pullet  
2. Single Cockerel 
3. Breeding Pen (1 cockerel and 2 pullets) 

 
EXOTIC (ALL Bantams, plus the following large breeds: Cochins, Brahmas, Langshans, Polish, Houdans, 
Faverelles, Pheonix, Sumatras, etc. 

4. Single Pullet Exotic 
5. Single Cockerel Exotic 
6. Breeding Pen Exotic (1 cockerel and 2 pullets) 

 
HEAVYWEIGHT (Plymouth Rocks, RI or NH Reds, Wyandottes, Orpingtons, Sussex, Cornish, Australorps, Jersy 
Giants, Americaunas, Araucanas, etc - typically breeds meant for meat production or dual purpose meat & eggs - 
NO CORNISH CROSS HYBRIDS) 

7. Single Pullet 
8. Single Cockerel 
9. Breeding Pen Meat Type (1 cockerel and 2 pullets) 

  
MARKET PENS (typically cornish cross hybrids are best, but other breeds &/or hybrids may be exhibited) 

10. Meat Pen Over 4 pounds (consisting of 3 cockerels or 3 pullets of same breed) 
11. Meat Pen under 4 pounds (consisting of 3 cockerels or 3 pullets of same breed) 

 
RAISING OTHER POULTRY (includes geese, ducks, gamebirds such as pheasants, quail, doves, pigeons, etc.)  
Like birds will show against like birds, geese against geese, etc.  Project requirements for above miscellaneous 
poultry projects: 
1.      At least 6 birds 
2.      Latest starting date-April 1 
3.      Birds must be hatched after January 1 of current year 
          
RAISING GEESE 

12. One Gander 
13. One Goose 
14. One pair, male and female 
15. Pen of Market Birds 
16. Champion Goose 

RAISING DUCKS 
17. One Drake 
18. One Gander 
19. One pair, male and female 
20. Pen of Market Birds 
21. Champion Duck 
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RAISING GAMEBIRDS (PHEASANTS, QUAIL, PEAFOWL, GUINEAS, DOVES, PIGEONS)     
22. One male 
23. One female 
24. One pair, male and female 
25. Champion gamebird 

 

CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW-  
26. Champion cockerel  
27. Champion Pullets 
28. Champion Breeding Pen 
29. Champion Market Pen  
30. Champion Other Fowl (from classes  Ducks, Geese, and Gamebirds) 
31. Best in Show Poultry Exhibit. 

 
EGG PRODUCTION 
Project Requirements: 
At least 12 hens selected from the chick brooding project, or purchased from an  
accredited flock.  Latest starting date-October 1 of the current 4-H year   

32. One hen in egg production hatched before January 1 of the current 4-H year 
33. One dozen eggs from hens in project 

 

EMBRYOLOGY 
Project Requirements: 
1.      Hatch at least 6 eggs in an incubator 
2.      Keep a record of what you did and saw from egg to chick  
 
Exhibit requirements: 
1.      Your completed project record 
2.      A 14" x 22" poster describing the embryology process 

 
POULTRY SHOULD BE TAKEN HOME IMMEDIATELY AFTER SHOW. 

 
RABBIT PRODUCTION-Animal Sciences 
 
SEE HEALTH REQUIREMENTS, PAGE 56 
General Requirements: 

1. All rabbits must have a healed, legible, permanent tattoo in left ear. 
2. Any rabbits must have been tattooed with the official tattoo at a predetermined date to be eligible to sell at 

the 4-H Auction. 
3. Champion and Reserve champion market pen will be selected from the meat pen class and will be eligible 

to enter the 4-H Auction. 
4. All rabbits could be weighed in the presence of the judge. 

 
Project Requirements: 

1. At least one buck and two does (a family may own a buck jointly). 
2. Latest starting date - April 1 for purchasing animals.  Members should show only animals they have bred 

and raised in the market classes. 
3. All grouping should be uniform in size, weight and conformation. 
4. Members should know and understand the American Rabbit Breeders Association’s Standards for each 

breed they exhibit. 
5. All rabbits are subject to disqualification for any of the following conditions: 

a) Buck teeth  
b) Blind or moon eyes 
c) Colds 

d) Absence of any part of their body 
e) Any type of disease 

6. American Rabbit Breeders Association membership is encouraged. 
 
4-H RABBIT STANDARD-The Extension office has a copy of “ Standards Of Perfection”  available for check 
out. The 4-H Rabbit Standard is designed to establish proper weights, colors, and eliminate disqualification.  Each 
animal will receive a ribbon.  A (blue) (good overall); B (red) (good, shows promise), C (white) (illness) 
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DISQUALIFICATION PER BREED STANDARDS: WILL NOT BE JUDGED  
 
Dutch - Lack of surface or under color in belly thus failing to show an undercut-White hairs in extreme through 
colored sections-Bare spot, flesh spot, or spots in white or colored sections-White spots in colored sections-The 
absence of definite markings (except hairline between ears)-Body color not to be below elbow of foreleg or running 
footstep above the hock onto the leg-When body color runs between toes on hind feet connecting with color of 
footpads 
 
New Zealand - (red, white, black) - If fur appears or resembles wool-If there are patches of white hair (black only)-If 
there is extremely heavy earlacing (reds only)-Eyes to hazel in reds: rich dark brown in blacks; pink in whites-No 
other color except white on pelt (whites only)-Toenails to be dark on reds and blacks-Toenails to be white on whites 
 
Californians - Absence of color on nose, ears, feet, or tail-Definite clean white spot in colored markings-Having a 
heavy bulldog head, out of proportion with body-One or more white toenails or those that carry only pinkish cast to 
blood vessels 
 
Satins - All varieties, lack of sheen when coupled with normal texture 
 
Chinchillas - Solid white spots or dark patches, absence of ring color 
 
Flemish Giants - Any rabbit, regardless of color, is short, blocky body, short limbs or fine bones- Length less than 
20 inches in seniors measured in natural position from nose to back of hips-White hairs in any but white animals-
Ears less than 5 ¾ inches on seniors. 
 
There can be no size or breed elimination on mixed breed rabbits because there is no standard to judge them by. 
 
All rabbits must have a healed, legible, permanent tattoo in left ear. 
 
RABBIT PRODUCTION The following classes may be offered for each breed.  
   
Breed Divisions 
 California 
 Dutch 
 New Zealand 
 Silver Marten  
 Other Pure breed  
 Mixed breed 
 
   

Breed Classes 
1. Senior Buck (over 8 months) 
2. Senior Doe (over 8 months) 
3. 6 mos. to 8 mo. Buck 
4. 6 mos. to 8 mo. Doe 
5. Junior Buck (under 6 months and weaned) 
6. Junior Doe (under 6 months and weaned) 
7. Best Buck 
8. Best Doe 
9. Best of Breed 

 
Fur Classes 

10. Normal Fur -- White only if breed has white variety 
11. Normal Fur -- Colored - All colors for the breed, color not be considered 
12. Fryer Fur -- All colors must also be entered in single fryer class, color not be considered 

Animal must be entered in single fryer (15) to be in fryer fur class. 
 
Meat Pens 

13. Meat Pens -- Meat pens will consist of three rabbits same breed and variety.  Eliminated if more than one 
breed or variety in one pen.  Age limit not over 69 days.  Weight limit should be not less than 3 pounds or 
more than 5 pounds (2.3 kg) each rabbit.  Animals shown as single fryers may also be shown as part of the 
meat class. 

14. Single Fryers -- Not over 69 days old and not weigh over 5 pounds (2.3 kg) per rabbit.  Rabbit should be in 
prime condition and have good fur and meat texture.  (Animals shown as single fryers may also be shown as 
part of the meat class.) 

15. Best of Show -- An award will be presented to the rabbit chosen as best of show.  
 
RABBITS SHOULD BE TAKEN HOME IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SHOW. 
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CATS (COUNTY ONLY)-Animal Science 
Cat or Kitten 
 

Project Requirements: 
          1. Keep records in cat care project manual 
          2. Latest Starting Date - April 1 
 

Exhibit Requirements: 
1. All cats must have had rabies shots and verification must accompany animal. Unhealthy 

cats will not be allowed to show. 
2. Each exhibitor is limited to one cat entry. 
3. Cats should be brought in cages and will be judged on tables.  4-H members are to 

provide their own cages (22” x 22” x 18” is standard) 
4. Trophies will be presented to Best Cat . 
5. Nails should be clipped, teeth clean, eyes clear, ears clean and free of ear mites. 
6. Animals will be judged on care and management, such as appearance, health, vigor and 

freedom from dirt and parasites. 
7. Animals may be taken home following judging. 
8. Exhibit current project records and current health records 

 
DOGS-Animal Science 

 
Guidelines For All Dog Classes 
1. Dogs showing vicious behavior will be asked to leave the grounds. 
2. Dogs need not be registered. 
3. Exhibit current project record and health records, including proof of rabies and distemper 

shots. 
4. Dogs must obtain a qualifying score in Dog Obedience in order to be chosen for State Fair 

and must have a verified score card signed by the judge. 
5. Members may exhibit a poster instead of an animal (but not both) to be shown at the 

General Show on Monday morning. 
6. A female dog in season may not compete. 
 

Dog Care-(COUNTY ONLY)-Dog will be judged on cleanliness, grooming, and condition of 
behavior. 

1. Dog Care projects are scored according to the following scale by a judge: Coat, 
weight, eyes, mouth, ears, and feet. 

2. Dogs need not be registered 
3. Exhibit current project record and health records, including proof of rabies and 

distemper shots. 
4. Members may exhibit a poster instead of an animal (but not both) to be shown at the 

General Show on Monday morning. 
 

Dog Showmanship 
 

1. A dog that is not under the control of the exhibitor, or showing viciousness toward its 
handler, judge, or other dogs will be excused from further competition. 

2. Exhibitors will be judged on handling skill, knowledge of breed standards of their dog, 
dog show terminology, and elementary dog anatomy. The judge has the right to 
question exhibitors in one or all of these areas. 

3. Dogs will be judged on cleanliness, general health and grooming. 
4. Purebred and non-purebred dogs are eligible for this class. The breed of dog has no 

bearing on judging or placement. 
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Dog Obedience 
 

Beginner I (for inexperienced handlers and inexperienced dogs) 
Beginner II (for inexperienced handlers/experienced dogs or inexperienced dogs/experienced 

handlers) 
 

The following classes may be offered for 
Beginner I and Beginner II 

1. Heel on leash and figure 8 
2. Stand for examination 
3. Recall 
4. Long Sit-1 minute 
5. Long Down-3 minutes 

(Exercises 4 & 5 will be judged as a 
group) 
 

Graduate Beginner 
1. Heel on leash and figure 8 
2. Stand for examination off leash  
3. Recall off leash 
4. Long Sit-1 minute off leash 
5. Long Down-3 minutes off leash 
(Exercises 4 & 5 will be judged as a group) 
 

Novice 
1. Heel on leash and figure 8 
2. Stand for examination 
3. Heel Free 
4. Recall off leash 
5. Long Sit-1 minute 
6. Long Down-3 minutes 
(Exercises 4 & 5 will be judged as a group) 
 

Open   
1. Heel free and figure 8 
2. Drop on recall  
3. Retrieve on flat 
4. Retrieve over high jump 
5. Broad jump 
6. Long Sit-3 minutes (Handler out of sight) 
7. Long Down-5 minutes (Handler out of 
sight) (Exercises 5 & 6 will be judged as a 
group) 

Advanced Novice 
1. Heel on leash  
2. Stand for examination off leash 
3. Heel free and figure 8 
4. Drop on recall  
5. Long Sit-3 minutes (Handler out of sight) 
6. Long Down-5 minutes(Handler out of 
sight) 
(Exercises 5 & 6 will be judged as a group) 
 
Utility 

1. Signal Exercise 
2. Scent Discrimination Article #1 
3. Scent Discrimination Article #2 
4. Direct Retrieve 
5. Moving, Stand and Examination 
6. Direct Jumping 
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Christian County 4-H/FFA- HORSE AND PONY DIVISION-Animal Science 
SEE HEALTH REQUIREMENTS INFORMATION, 

http://www.agr.state.il.us/AnimalHW/ahexhibreq.html or a copy is available at 
the Extension office. 
There are no requirements governing movement of equidae within or into the State 
of Illinois. 
 

ALL HORSES Must BE ON THE GROUNDS BY 8:00 a.m. 
 

Horse Show Rules 
All 4-H members must be enrolled in each project exhibited and enrollment must be recorded in 
the Extension office on or before May 1.   
 

1. By May 1 of the exhibit year, 4-H exhibitors must place on file at the local Extension office (FFA 
Exhibitor-school) copies of Ownership and/or Lease papers (signed by both the leaser and 
lessee) for all animals that the member plans to exhibit at the Christian County Horse Show.  
Each exhibitor is allowed to show two horses.  This form required photos of the horse to be 
exhibited - one photo of each side.   

 

2. There will be no substitution of animals after June 1. 
 

3. The 4-H committee may, at their discretion, check identification and possession of all exhibitors 
entered in the 4-H Horse Show. 

 

4. In order to exhibit at the State Junior Horse Show, each exhibitor must submit horse entries 
and classes to be shown on an official State Junior Horse Show entry form, available on the 
web (http://www.agr.state.il.us/isf/premium/jrentryform.pdf).  This form for the State Junior 
Horse Show must be turned into the University of Illinois Extension Christian County office, no 
later than the last business day before June 1. Exhibitors must present a current valid 4-H 
Ethics card or be listed in the registration book as having completed an ethics course when 
registering for the State Junior Horse Show by June 1.  The Ethics course can be completed 
anytime between February 1 - June 1 by going to http://web.aces.uiuc.edu/qaec/qaec/   

 

5. A registration form for the Christian County Horse Show is also required by June 1.   
 

6. All animals in this division may be grade, crossbred, or purebred.  The age of all horse and 
pony projects will be advanced one year, each year on January 1. 

 

7. If 4-H members or their immediate family owns horses or ponies, the 4-H member shall furnish 
50% of daily care.  If animals are leased, the 4-H member shall provide 85% of daily care.  

 

8. An animal over 56 inches will be shown as a horse (anything less is a pony).  All questions 
concerning the height of ponies and horses will be dealt with immediately.  The superintendent 
will measure all questioned animals and his decision will be final. 

 

9. No stallions are allowed other than those born in the current calendar year. 
 

10. Unsportsmanlike or discourteous conduct by an exhibitor may be grounds for disqualification 
by the show superintendent. 

 

11. No alcohol will be allowed on the horse show grounds during the show.  This is a junior horse 
show.  Violation of this rule is subject to dismissal from the show. 

 

12. An exhibitor, parent/guardian/ Extension staff member or 4-H leader, without first obtaining 
permission of the show manager, may not approach the judge. 

   

13. A negative coggins must be presented at the time of registration before showing on the fair 
grounds. 
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14. Age as of Sept. 1 of current 4-H will be used to determine eligibility for show and breakdown for 
the classes. 

 

15. Any exhibitor riding a horse on the fairgrounds at any time is required to wear a boot with a 
heel and must ride with a saddle and bridle.  Bareback riding will not be allowed at any time. 

 

16. If there are not 5 entries in any one class, the show committee reserves the right to combine 
the class with another age group and possibly to drop the class the following year. 

 

17. For class descriptions, please refer to your copy of Guideline for Junior Horse Shows. If you 
need a copy, please contact the Christian County Extension office or go to the web at 
(http://www.4-h.uiuc.edu/projects/onlineref.html#horse_and_pony) 

 

18. Ribbons for all other classes except those starred on page 52 will receive a blue, red or white 
ribbon based upon the Danish system of judging.  

 

19. The Superintendent is responsible for the application and interpretation of all rules in the 
      4-H Horse Show.  All decisions of the superintendent are final. 
 

For All Classes: 
 

~ Copies of the O/F courses, pattern riding, horsemanship, showmanship, and trail riding will be on 
display at the registration table and by the gate of the arena. 
 

4-H classes ~ Helmets are required - Approved helmets with harness fastened and buckled will be 
required for all gymkhana and hunter over fence classes. 
 

For Hunter Classes: 
 

~ Formal and Informal attire will be allowed.  Polo type shirts with a stand-up collar are acceptable. 
 A “T-shirt” with no writing or graphics may be worn during the gaming classes.  No tank tops or 
sleeveless shirts are allowed.  Any other changes are at the discretion of the judge. 
 

~ Riders must wear approved protective headgear with safety harness fastened and buckled while 
mounted.  All helmets must meet ASTM / SEI standards. 
 

For Western Classes: 
~ Western attire is required for all classes except gaming classes.  A “T-shirt” with no writing or 
graphics may be worn during the gaming classes.  No tank tops or sleeveless shirts are allowed.  
Any other changes are at the discretion of the judge.  Helmets must be worn during all gaming 
classes.   
~ Tack: any western –type or gaming saddle with appropriate bridle. 
 

~ During the barrels and pole bending, 4-H horses will be required to walk into and out of the 
arena.   Any rider running through the gate will be automatically disqualified.  For safety purposes, 
an exhibitor may have their horse led through the gate by one assistant.  The assistant will 
immediately exit the ring when the horse and rider are through the gate.  Once inside the arena, 
the horse and rider must circle once before beginning a run.  Exhibitors may not have their feet 
tied to the stirrups or their legs or seat fastened to the saddle in any fashion that will not readily 
come undone in the event of an accident. 
~ In the event of a tie for time between two or more riders, there will be a random drawing for 
placings. 
 

~ Barrel Race: 
Barrel knocked over – 5 second penalty 
Off pattern – no time / disqualification 

~ Pole Bending 
Pole knocked over – 5 second penalty for 
each pole 
Off pattern – no time / disqualification 
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HORSE AND PONY CLASSES 
4-H Riders will follow State Fair Junior Show rules. 
Riders are encouraged to participate in as many events as possible English or Western. 
Junior riders are 8-13 years of age as of September 1 of current 4-H year. 
Senior riders are 14-19 years of age as of September 1 of current 4-H year. 
Complete show order and patterns will be posted day of show. 
 

Christian County 4-H / FFA Horse Show Classes 
 Western Show Order  English Show Order 

W 1. Weanling - filly, gelding, or stallion E 1. Jr. Hunter Confirmation - mares 
W 2. Yearling, filly, gelding E 2. Sr. Hunter Confirmation - mares 
W 3. Mare & Foal E 3. Jr. Hunter Confirmation - geldings 
W 4. Jr. Pony Halter - under 56 inches  E 4. Sr. Hunter Confirmation - geldings 
W 5. Sr. Pony Halter - under 56 inches  E 5. Jr. Hunter Showmanship 
W 6. Jr. Horse Halter - mare   E 6. Sr. Hunter Showmanship 
W 7. Sr. Horse Halter – mare E 7. Jr. Hunter U/S 
W 8. Jr. Horse Halter - gelding   E 8. Sr. Hunter U/S 
W 9. Sr. Horse Halter - gelding   E 9. Jr. Hunter Hack 
W 10. Jr. Showmanship^^^   E 10. Sr. Hunter Hack 
W 11. Sr. Showmanship^^^   E 11. Jr. Hunt Seat Equitation on the Flat 
W 12. Jr. Western Pleasure    E 12. Sr. Hunt Seat Equitation on the Flat 
W 13. Sr. Western Pleasure      
W 14. Jr. Western Horsemanship    
W 15. Sr. Western Horsemanship    
W 16. Jr. Pattern Riding      
W 17. Sr. Pattern Riding      
These classes will also be run     
Jr. Barrel Racing  
Sr. Barrel Racing  
Jr. Pole Bending  
Sr. Pole Bending  
Jr. Egg and Spoon  
Sr. Egg and Spoon  
Jr. Walk, Trot  
Sr. Walk, Trot   
Jr. Trail   
Sr. Trail 
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Premiere Plaques and monies will be allocated for the following project exhibition winners. 
These plaques and monies are provided by donations from various  

Business’s in the Christian County area.  
 

Horse Show 
 SENIOR WESTERN SHOWMANSHIP 
 JUNIOR WESTERN SHOWMANSHIP 
 SENIOR HUNTER SHOWMANSHIP 
 JUNIOR HUNTER SHOWMANSHIP 
 SENIOR HORSEMAN 
 JUNIOR HORSEMAN 
General Show 
 BEST FELINE 
 BEST DOG 
 BEST POULTRY EXHIBIT 
 CHAMPION MEAT PEN POULTRY 
 CHAMPION OTHER POULTRY 
 CHAMPION DOE 
 CHAMPION BUCK 
 MARKET PEN RABBITS 
Swine Show 
 BERKSHIRE GILT 
 CHAMPION CHESTER WHITE GILT 
 CHAMPION DUROC GILT 
 CHAMPION HAMPSHIRE GILT 
 CHAMPION  POLAND CHINA GILT 
 CHAMPION SPOTTED POLAND GILT 
 CHAMPION YORKSHIRE GILT 
 CHAMPION CROSSBRED GILT 
 GRAND CHAMPION GILT 
 RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION GILT 
 TOP RATE-OF-GAIN BARROW 
 GRAND CHAMPION BARROW 
 RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION BARROW 
 SENIOR SWINE SHOWMANSHIP WINNER 
 JUNIOR SWINE SHOWMANSHIP WINNER 

 

 
Sheep Show 
 CHAMPION CROSSBRED EWE 
 CHAMPION PUREBRED EWE 
 TOP RATE-0F-GAIN SHEEP WETHER 
 CHAMPION SHEEP WETHER 
 RESERVE CHAMPION SHEEP WETHER 
 SENIOR SHEEP SHOWMANSHIP WINNER 
 JUNIOR SHEEP SHOWMANSHIP WINNER 
Goat Show 
 CHAMPION GOAT-DOE 
 RESERVE CHAMPION -GOAT DOE 
 CHAMPION GOAT-WETHER 
 RESERVE CHAMPION-GOAT WETHER 
 SENIOR GOAT SHOWMANSHIP 
 JUNIOR GOAT SHOWMANSHIP 
Beef Show 
 CHAMPION ANGUS HEIFER 
 CHAMPION HEREFORD HEIFER 
 CHAMPION POLLED HEREFORD HEIFER 
 CHAMPION SHORTHORN HEIFER 
 CHAMPION SIMMENTAL HEIFER 
 CHAMPION OTHER PUREBRED HEIFER 
 CHAMPION CROSSBRED HEIFER 
 GRAND CHAMPION HEIFER 
 RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION HEIFER 
 CHAMPION COW-CALF PAIR   
 TOP RATE-OF-GAIN STEER 
 GRAND CHAMPION STEER 
 RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION STEER 
 JUNIOR BEEF SHOWMANSHIP WINNER 
 SENIOR BEEF SHOWMANSHIP WINNER 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSUMPTION COOPERATIVE GRAIN MONSANTO COMPANY 
CHRISTIAN COUNTY FARM BUREAU MOSQUITO MUTUAL INSURANCE CO. 
COUNTRY INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES PALMER BANK 
                  MCKINNIE-HEATON PEOPLES BANK & TRUST 
FARM CREDIT SERVICES ROGER HICKMAN, CPA 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK IN TAYLORVILLE SLOAN IMPLEMENT COMPANY, INC. 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF PANA STEPHENS TRAILER SALES 
MIDWEST SEED GENETICS – MARK STEPHENS STONINGTON COOPERATIVE GRAIN CO. 
KUHNS EQUIPMENT CO. STONINGTON FERTILIZER INC. 
MECHANICSBURG FARMERS GRAIN CO. THE STATE BANK OF BLUE MOUND 
MICKEY SEED, INC. US BANK 
MIKE MYERS CONSTRUCTION, INC. WILLEYS FARMERS CO-OP SUPPLY CO. 
  

 

Continuing Premiere Fund donors include: 
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RATE-OF-GAIN CLASS 
 
Several Christian County businesses have contributed to a special "Premiere Fund" for 4-H 
members exhibiting livestock projects.  This fund has been set up to de-emphasize the 
conventional conformation judging and to pay a special premium based on the rate-of-gain and 
market value.  The details are as follows: 
 
1. There will be one class for each species, namely:  beef, sheep, and swine. 

 
2. All animals must be tattooed and weighed at a predetermined date.  Only castrated and 

healed male animals of each species will be weighed or tattooed.  Valid health papers must 
be presented at the weigh-in for all Swine and Sheep. 
 

3. To be eligible for the Premier class, the animal must be weighed at the county fair and 
nominated for the Premier class at that time by the 4-H member. 
 

4. Animals will be placed by rate-of-gain.   
 

5. Animals shall be placed and a premium paid starting with the animal with the highest weight 
gain as far down as money is available. 
 

6. All ties will be split with an equal premium going to each. 
 

7. There shall be a limit of 2 rate-of-gain premiums per member per species.  There shall be no 
limit on the number of animals entered per class or limit on number of species entered. 
 

8. Premier Class will be announced after the regular show is completed. 
 

9. Premier placings will be paid after the fair and the amounts will be based on the contributions 
for the current year.  (Premier class are actually performance classes in which rate-of-gain 
dictates placings.) 
 

10. Total Premier awards will be $400 for beef, $300 for sheep, and $400 for swine. 
 

11. Placings will be paid in the listed amounts.  Premiums not used will be distributed as far as 
money is available on the following scale. Premiums may be lowered so not to exceed the 
monies collected in any given year. 

 
Premier Money Distribution as per Livestock Committee meeting minutes. Revised 11/8/2005  
Premier 
Placing 

1. 
 

2. 
 

3. 
 

4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

Beef $60 $55 $50 $45 $40 $35 $30 $25 $20 $15 
Swine $45 $40 $35 $30 $25 $20 $15 $10   

Sheep $40 $35 $30 $25 $20 $15 $10 $10   
 
Grand Champion Female  $80 $45 $45 $45 
Reserve Champion  $55 $35 $35  
Showmanship $20 Beef Sheep Swine Goat 
Division Plaque Winners  $10     
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MARKET CLASS 
 

1. There will be two divisions in beef and swine: Purebred and Crossbred. 
 

2. Sheep wethers will all show by weight rather than purebred and crossbred. 
 

3. The superintendent will subdivide the divisions into classes depending on number of 
entries.  Classes will be equally divided by weights. 

 

4. At the time of weighing, members must state if the animal is purebred or crossbred. 
 

5. The superintendent has the right to blood test or require certification papers on purebred 
animals if need be. 

 

6. The judge will choose the Champion barrow out of all class winners. 
 

7. Grand Champion, Reserve Grand Champion and Rate of Gain winners will not be required 
to sell; however, these animals will sell first if the 4-H member elects to sell that animal. 

 

8. The sale order at Auction will be: Grand Champion, Reserve Grand Champion, Rate of 
Gain and remaining Champions and Reserves, with the remaining animals determined by 
lottery and annual species rotation. 

 

9. Registration papers will not be required for market animals. 
 

10. All market animals must be exhibited or they will not receive premiums. 
 
ADM MASTER SHOWMANSHIP CONTEST 
 

The ADM Master Showmanship Contest will be held on Wednesday.  
The following contest rules will be in effect: 
 

1. Each participant will arrange to borrow animals from another person, if they don©t have that 
specie. All ages are invited to participate, but only those older than 14 may represent the 
county at the Illinois State Fair competition. 

 

2. Three species will be shown: beef, sheep, and swine. 
 

3. Participants will be Christian County 4-H or FFA members. 
 

 

WINNER MUST BE ABLE TO ATTEND STATE CONTEST DURING ILLINOIS STATE FAIR 
 
 
ELITE SHOWMANSHIP CONTEST 
 

The Elite Showmanship Contest will be held at the end of each species Junior & Senior 
Showmanship classes. This division provides two opportunities: 
1. Our best showmen the opportunities to continue competing  
2. To provide our younger exhibitors a chance to watch and learn from our counties best   

showmen  
 
Awards are sponsored through individual donations. 
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SWINE DIVISION-Animal Science 
Superintendent: Keith Funderburk 

 
General Requirements: Health papers are required for May weigh-in, if they are issued after April 20 they will 
still be valid for our fair in July. 
 
SEE HEALTH REQUIREMENTS http://www.agr.state.il.us/AnimalHW/ahexhibreq.html or a copy is available 
at the Extension office. 
ILLINOIS SWINE - Accompanied by health certificate issued within 90 days prior to exhibition.  Swine shall be 
individually identified by metal ear tag, tattoo, or recognized breed ear notch.  Ear notch identification is acceptable 
for barrows and is acceptable for breeding swine only when animals are accompanied by breed registration 
certificate.   
Health certificate shall show:  
Pseudorabies: 
1. Breeding swine of all ages to be negative to for pseudorabies conducted within 90 days prior to exhibition, OR 

that the swine originated from a qualified pseudorabies negative herd and the qualified pseudorabies negative 
herd number and date of last qualification test are shown on health certificate. 

 
2. Barrows or females in terminal market classes must meet the same requirements as breeding swine EXCEPT 

those at terminal shows conducted on a day different than breeding classes may be exempt from pseudorabies 
test requirements. 

 
SWINE 
1. Each exhibitor must comply with the general requirements for the 4-H Show and the rules governing livestock 

exhibits. 
 

2. All swine entries must have farrowed on or after January 1 and not later than May 1 of the current calendar 
year. All animals shown must be plainly ear notched. 

 

3. No boar classes will be shown. 
 

4. All breeding animals shown in purebred classes must be purebred. 
 

5. Market classes are limited to barrows.  Barrows may be either purebred or grade. 
 

6. Crossbred and purebred animals only are eligible for champions of breeding classes.  Champion ribbons will 
be given to overall breed winners of various classes.  Champion females will be awarded trophies and money. 

 

7. If there are enough entries, classes will be divided into: Sr. Gilt - January; Jr. Gilt - February and after 
 

8. There will be a registration check for all breeding stock prior to the weigh-in.  Unregistered animals will be 
shown with the crossbreds. 

 

9. All 4-H barrows must have been castrated and healed prior to being weighed and tattooed on the First 
Saturday in May. Validated health papers must be presented before unloading hogs to weigh. 

 

10. The crossbred and purebred market classes will be divided equally into different weight classifications based 
on the number of entries. 

 

11. If there are three or more entries of one breed in the swine classes, they will be shown in a separate class at 
the discretion of the superintendent. 

 

12. Crossbred gilts will be divided by weights. 
 

13. All breeding animals must be owned by June 1.  
        
14. Tattooing will be done on the first Saturday in May. 
 

15. All 4-H barrows must be tattooed to show, and must be assigned to the family member (owner) at time of 
spring tattooing. 

 

16. Members may exhibit a poster or display instead of showing an animal (but not both).  Display or poster should 
be exhibited at General Show on Monday. 



41                                                       5/ 16/ 2008  

 
Breed Divisions 

BERKSHIRE 
CHESTER WHITE 
DUROC - Must show registry with United Duroc Swine Registry 
HAMPSHIRE - Must show registry with Hampshire Swine Registry 
POLAND CHINA 
SPOTTED POLANDS - Must show registry with National Spotted Swine Record Assoc. 
YORKSHIRE- Must show registry with American Yorkshire Club 
ALL OTHER BREEDS 
CROSSBRED BREEDING  

 
The Following Gilt Classes may be offered in each breed listed.  
 
Gilt Classes 

1. Gilt - Sr. Gilt (January) 
2. Gilt - Jr. gilt (Feb. 1 and after) 
3. Breed Champion Gilt 
4. Breed Reserve Champion Gilt 

 
Championship Classes - Breeding Animals 

5. Champion Purebred Gilt 
6. Reserve Champion Purebred Gilt 
7. Champion Crossbred Gilt 
8. Reserve Champion Crossbred Gilt 
9. Grand Champion Gilt (From-Champion Purebred & Champion Crossbred) 
10. Reserve Grand Champion Gilt (From-Champion Purebred or Champion Crossbred and appropriate Reserve) 

 
Barrows 

11. Crossbred Barrow-all 
12. Purebred Barrow-all 
13. Champion Crossbred Barrow 
14. Reserve Champion Crossbred Barrow 
15. Champion Purebred Barrow 
16. Reserve Champion Purebred Barrow  
17. Grand Champion Barrow (From-Champion Purebred & Champion Crossbred)  
18. Reserve Grand Champion Barrow (From-Champion Purebred or Champion Crossbred and appropriate 

Reserve) 
 
SHOWMANSHIP CLASSES- 
 A 4-H member may not win more than once in a Jr. or Sr. showmanship division. 

19. Jr Showmanship (Age 8-13) 
20. Sr Showmanship (Age 14-18, or have already won the junior division) 
21. Elite Showmanship (Must have won Senior division) Can be won multiple years. 
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SHEEP DIVISION - Animal Science 
Superintendent: Craig Beckmier 

 

Health papers are not required for May weigh-in, but if they are issued after April 20 they will still be valid 
for our fair in July. 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: http://www.agr.state.il.us/AnimalHW/ahexhibreq.html or a copy is available at 
the Extension office. 
ILLINOIS SHEEP - Certificates of Vet Inspection are required for all sheep, issued within 90 days prior to exhibition, 
showing identification by ear tattoo, ear tag or other positive identification, and certifying that the sheep are free from 
visible evidence of any infectious, contagious or communicable disease. Any animal, which shows lesions of 
contagious ecthyma (sore mouth), may not be exhibited and must be removed from the exhibition area. All animals 
require official scrapie tag.  
1. Each exhibitor must comply with the general requirements for the 4-H Show and rules governing 4-H livestock 

exhibits. 
2. All lambs must be docked.  All lambs must have been dropped after December 1 of the prior calendar year. 
3. A pair of breeding lambs shall consist of one purebred ewe lamb and one purebred ram lamb. 
4. Breeding animals may consist of purebred or crossbred ewes. 
5. Market wether may be purebred, crossbred or grade. 
6. If there are three or more entries of one breed in the sheep classes, they will be shown in a separate class. 
7. All wethers must have been castrated (including cutting, clamping & banding) and completely healed prior to 

being weighed and tattooed. 
8. All animals that are to be shown at the Christian County 4-H Show must be owned by date of weigh-in. 
9. Wethers may be divided into separate classes by weights if the number of entries justifies this action. 
10. Artificial coloring of sheep will not be allowed. 
11. Crossbred ewes will be weighed if additional classes are necessary. 
12. All exhibitors of breeding stock must show proof of registry.  Unregistered animals will be shown with the 

crossbreds. 
13. Members may exhibit a poster or display instead of showing an animal (but not both).  Display or poster to be 

exhibited at General Show on Monday. 
14. Breeding stock must be owned by May 1 by exhibitor. 

 
Breed Divisions 
HAMPSHIRE – Must show registry - Hampshire Association 
MONTADALE 
SOUTHDOWN FEMALES – Must show registry - Southdown Association 
SUFFOLK FEMALES – Must show registry - National American Suffolk Breeder’s Association 
OXFORD – Must show registry - Oxford Association 
OTHER PUREBRED      
CROSSBRED 
 
The following classes may be offered in each breed listed.      
Breed Classes 

1. Ram lamb 
2. Ewe lamb 
3. Yearling ewe 
4. Ewe, 2 years and over 
5. Pair of females 
6. Ram and ewe lamb 
7. Breed Champion  
8. Breed Reserve Champion  

Championship Classes-Breeding Animals 
9. Champion Purebred 
10. Reserve Champion Purebred 
11. Grand Champion  
12. Reserve Grand Champion   

Wether Classes (shown by weight) 
13. Purebred Wether  
14. Champion  Purebred Wether 
15. Reserve Champion Purebred Wether 
16. Crossbred Wether 

 
17. Champion Crossbred Wether 
18. Reserve Champion Crossbred Wether 
19. Grand Champion Wether  
20. Reserve Grand Champion Wether  

Showmanship Classes 
    (A 4-H member may not win more than once in a Jr. or Sr. showmanship division.) 

21. Jr Showmanship (Age 8-13) 
22. Sr Showmanship (Senior 14-18 years of age, or have already won in junior division) 
23. Elite Showmanship (Must have won Senior division) Can be won multiple years. 
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GOATS - Animal Science 

Superintendent: Kaytlyn Hamell 
Health papers are required for May weigh-in, if they are issued after April 20 they will still be valid for our fair in 
July. 
 

All goats require a certificate of veterinary inspection within 30 days for goats of any age changing ownership and 90 
days for those being exhibited.  

Project Requirements: 

1. Each exhibitor must comply with the general requirements for the 4-H Show and rules governing 4-H livestock 
exhibits. 

2. 4-H©ers may exhibit not more than two animals per class. 
3. Latest starting date May 1 
4. Ownership deadlines:  

Milking Does-January 1, 2003 
Kids & Yearlings not in milk-June 1, 2003 

 
Division Classes 

MEAT GOATS 
PRODUCTION DAIRY GOATS 
PYGMY GOATS  
(NO Breeding Bucks) 

The following classes may be offered in each division listed.     
  

Classes  
1. 1 mo. to 6 mo. old   
2. 7 mo. to 11 mo. old  
3. yearlings (never kidded)12-18 mos  
4. yearling (has kidded )12-18 mos   
5. doe 18 mos-3 yrs  
6. aged class 3 yrs plus 
 

Championship Classes-Breeding Animals 
7. Champion Goat-Doe 
8. Reserve Champion Goat-Doe 
 

Wether Classes  
Under 1 year old shown by weight (divisions to be determined based on animals shown) Weighing will be done at 7:30 
a.m. the day of the show at the swine scales.  
 

9. Light 
10. Medium 
11.  Heavy 
12. Champion  Wether 
13. Reserve Champion Wether 

 

Showmanship Classes 
(A 4-H member may not win more than once in a Jr. or Sr. showmanship division.) 
14. Jr Showmanship (Age 8-13) 
15. Sr Showmanship (Senior 14-18 years of age, or have already won in junior division) 
16. Elite Showmanship (Must have won Senior division) Can be won multiple years. 

 



44                                                       5/ 16/ 2008  

BEEF CATTLE DIVISION - Animal science 
Superintendent:  Bill Frank 

Health papers are required for July fair weigh-in. 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: SEE HEALTH REQUIREMENTS INFORMATION, 
http://www.agr.state.il.us/AnimalHW/ahexhibreq.html or a copy is available at the Extension office. 
General Requirements:  
 
ILLINOIS CATTLE - Illinois born steers are not required to have health papers.  All other steers and cattle must be 
accompanied by a health certificate issued within 90 days prior to exhibition showing.   Illinois is an Accredited 
Tuberculosis-Free State.  Tuberculin tests are not required for Illinois cattle.  Illinois is a Bovine Brucellosis Class-Free 
State.  Brucellosis testing is not required for Illinois cattle. 

1. Each exhibitor must comply with general requirements for the 4-H Show and the rules governing livestock exhibits. 
2. All animals must be the property of the members exhibiting them.  The name, registration number and tattoo must 

be turned into the Extension office by June 1.  All purebred breeding entries must present registration papers to 
the Beef Superintendent at the same time health papers are checked.  All 4-H heifers and steers will have a 
pedigree check and/or tattoo check Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. at weigh-in.  Any unregistered female animals will be 
shown as crossbreds. 

3. Steer classes are limited to animals calved on or after January 1 of the preceding year.  No steer can be shown, 
regardless of birth date, that does not have all milk teeth in place and no permanent teeth showing.  All steers will 
be mouthed when weighed in at the show ring.  Any exhibitor who fails to bring steers in for mouthing will be 
disqualified from showing. 

4. Classes will be called to the show ring in the order of listing. 
5. Dates for required ownership are: 

a. Beef steers must have been owned by February 1, and weigh-in, generally the first Saturday in 
February. 

b. Beef purebred heifers and heifer calves must have been owned by June 1. 
6. All beef steers taken as 4-H projects will have to be tattooed on the county tattooing date (or snow date) to be 

eligible to show at the Christian County 4-H Show. 
7. No false tail heads or artificial coloring will be permitted. It is the recommendation of the Livestock Committee that 

all beef exhibits should be fitted by the exhibitor or their immediate family. 
8. Three animals of any one breed constitute a class, as determined by superintendent. 
9. Crossbred heifers will be divided by age. 
10. Any heifer that is to be shown in the crossbred class that is not registered with a breed association (No Papers) will 

need to be tattooed at sheep or swine weigh-in the first weekend in May or before this may also be done at the 
steer weigh-in in February. 

11. Member may exhibit a poster or display instead of showing an animal (but not both).   
Display or poster to be exhibited on Monday at General Show. 

 
BUCKET CALF – Dairy and Beef Calves  

1. All Bucket Calf project animals must be on the grounds by 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday. 
2. Calf must have been born between January 1 and May 1 (current year). 
3. Calves will be shown at halter. 
4. Completed Livestock Project Record sheets need to be turned into the 4-H Livestock Committee at the registration 

table prior to or by 8:00 a.m. the day of the show.  The 4-H members will speak with the judges one-on-one prior to 
judging their records, starting at approximately 8:00 a.m. This will take place at the registration table, near the 
show ring 

5. Judging will be done by conference method. 
6. Final ranking will be based on 4-H members knowledge of the calf (50%), completed record sheets (25%), and 

general health and appearance of the calf (25%). 
7. Judging at halter will take place before the Beef Breeding class at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday. 
8. Projects can only be shown in the Bucket Calf class.  Each member can only exhibit one animal per class. 
9. Grooming with adhesives, etc., and clipping are prohibited.  Calf just needs to be washed and clean. 
10. Animal must have health certificate. 
11. Bucket calves are not eligible for Auction. 
12. Exhibitors are eligible for Showmanship classes. 
13. Must be off mothers to be a bucket calf. 
14. Project must be owned by May 1.  
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Bucket Calf Classes 
1. Junior division 8-11 years old 
2. Senior division 12 and older 
 

DAIRY 
Project requirements: 

1. Learn to select dairy animals 
2. Make some dairy fun foods 
3. Visit a milk plant 
4. Take the temperature of a calf 
5. Fit and show a calf 

 

Beef Exhibit Requirements: 
1. Must be five animals or more of one breed in each class in order for the class to be judged separately; otherwise, it 

will be judged by age. 
2. Breeding class shown by class number.  No bulls. 
3. Calf will be shown with cow.  Calf will be considered with cow when judged. 
4. Must comply with State of Illinois health rules for exhibition. 
5. Only two animals may be exhibited in a class by an exhibitor. 
6. All animals, in order to compete, must be manageable or will be dismissed by the Fair Superintendent. 
7. Members may exhibit a poster or display instead of showing an animal (but not both).  Display or poster to be 

exhibited at General Show on Monday. 
8. Project must be owned by: Cows -January 1, Heifers and Calves June 1. 
 

Dairy Classes 
         1.  Dairy Calf 
         2.  Dairy Heifer – 1 year old and under 2 years 
         3.  Dairy Cow – 2 years and over 
 

BEEF CATTLE,  
Project Requirements: 

1. Latest starting date is May 1. 
2. One or more head of cattle. 
 

Breed Divisions – All EXHIBITS MUST BE CONSIDERED A PUREBRED BY THEIR BREED ASSOCIATION – OR 
THEY WILL BE SHOWN AS A CROSSBRED 

 

ANGUS - Must show proof or registry with the Angus Association  
HEREFORD - Must show proof of registry with the American Hereford Association 
POLLED HEREFORD - Must show proof of registry with American Polled Hereford Assoc. 
SHORTHORN - Must show proof of registry with the American Shorthorn Association 

     SIMMENTAL - Must show proof of registry with Simmental Association 
OTHER PUREBREDS 
CROSSBRED 

 

The following classes may be offered in each breed listed. The show will run youngest to oldest. 
Heifer Classes 

1. Nov. 1 and after heifers 
2. Sept., Oct. heifers 
3. July, Aug. heifers 
4. May, June heifers 
5. March, April yearling heifers 
6. Jan., Feb. yearling heifers 
7. Breed Champion heifer 
8. Breed Reserve Champion heifer 

 

Championship Classes - Breeding Animals 
9. Grand Champion heifer(From all division winners) 
10. Reserve Grand Champion heifer  

 

Cow/Calf classes-  Ownership January 1 of current year 
11. Aged Cow 4 years and over  
12. 3 years and under 

Proof of age may be required 
Calf must currently be nursing 
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PRODUCTION PROJECTS 
Exhibit Requirements: 
1. 4-H©ers may exhibit a maximum of two steers, which may be of two different breeds. 
2. Steer classes will be divided by weight into classes of near equal size at the discretion of the superintendent. 
 
Steer Classes will be divided up in two categories. 
Purebred will be all ORIGINAL BRITISH BREEDS (Angus, Hereford, Polled Hereford and Shorthorn).  
All other breeds will be exhibited as Crossbred. 

13. Purebred steers (all) 
13. Crossbred steers (all) 
14. Champion Purebred steer 
15. Reserve Champion Purebred steer 
16. Champion Crossbred steer 
17. Reserve Champion Crossbred steer 
18. Grand Champion steer (from-Champion Crossbred steer & Champion Purebred steer) 
19. Reserve Champion steer (from-Champion Crossbred steer or Champion Purebred steer & Appropriate Reserve) 

 
Showmanship Classes 
A 4-H member cannot win more than once in the Junior or Senior showmanship division. 

21. Beef Showmanship (Junior 8-13 years of age) 
22. Beef Showmanship (Senior 14-18 years of age, or have already won in junior division) 
23. Elite Showmanship (Must have won Senior division) Can be won multiple years. 
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